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“It was needful to write unto you, and exbort you, that ye should earnestly contend for the faith which 


was once delivered unto the saints.” Jude 5S. 


“J will take no man’s liberty of judging from him; neither shall any man take mine from me.” 


Chillingworth. 
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To the Members of the Protestant 
Eptseopal Church. 


In presenting to the public, the first 
number of the Gospel Messenger, we 
will briefly state our reasons for com- 
mencing such a publication, and the 
principles on which we propose to 
conduct it. 

It is highly honourabie to the zeal 
of other Christian denominations, that 
several of them have very respectable 
periodical publications, under their 
entire control, andadapted to the inte- 
rests of their several Churches. But 
the members ofour church have, hith- 
erto, had to lament, that nothing of 
the kind has been attempted by them, 
in. this section of the United States. 
No magazine, or religious paper, has 
been published in the southern states, 
chiefly devoted to the spiritual wants, 
and, what may be considered as, the 
peculiar interests of the Protestant 


Episcopal Church. 'To remedy this 


evil, fer an evil. it certainly is consi- 
dered .by the Church to be, it has 
been deemed advisable to ofier the 
Gospel Messenger, to the patronage 
of Episcopalians. This publication 
is designed to contain essays, Origi- 
nal.and selected, on moral and seli- 
gidus subjects; abstracts of religious 
intelligence, foreign and ‘domestic; 
the proceedings of conventions and 
societies connected with the Church, 
and, generally, every thing relating 
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to the interest, or explanatory of the 
faith, and worship of the Protestant 
Episcopal Churth. Above ail it will 
be our endeavour to make it, as much 
as possible, the means,of spreading @ 
knowledge of the Redeemer’s king- 
dom, and ‘a vehicle of practical Chris- 
tianity, rather than of theological cri- 
ticism, and contreversial discussion. 

© We will not pretend. to assert, that | 
we are so entirely abstracted from 
partial feeling, that we have no higher 
regard for one Chureh, than fer ano- 
ther. No. We disclaim such feel- 
ings. Weare Churchigen; and the 
Gospel Messenger will be conducted 
in accordance with what the Protest- 
ant Episcopal Church in the United 
States, believes and teaches. Her 
doctrines, ministry, ordinances and 
worship, are ours. Nothing, there- 
fore, will be admitted into our pages, 
that will have a tendency to impugn 
the great, and fundamental principles 
which she maintains. But while we 
claun the exercise of these principles 
ag a right, we, at the same time, ac- 
knowledge, that the same right of 
choice belongs to others. Nor shall 
we, in any, wise, be offended, wher 
other Christians urge their. peculiar 
tenets, and speak as reverentially of 
their yseveral Churches, as we feel 
ourselves authorized to do of our 
own. We are not disposed to call 
this right into question; and we are 
sincere when we say that, we would 
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not wish it to be otherwise. [et 


every one worship God, acéording to 
the best light he can obtain from his 


tevealed word. 
ter,” every one “standeth or falleth.” 
This is our idea 6f Christian liberty; 
or, to sum up our opinion in the words 
of the great Chillingworth, “I will 
take no man’s liberty of judging from 
him; neither shall,any man take mine 
from, me.” - 

# The liberality about which’so much 
has been said, of late years, appears 
tous to be nothing more than a mor- 
bid feeling, which makes it a matter 
of indifference, whether we belong to 
one Church, or to another, however 
Opposite they may be in doctrine; or 
whether we belong to any Church, or 
to none,’ But these are not our prin- 
ciples. We have a decided prefer- 
ence. We have made our choice, 
and, we trust, inthe fear of God. We 
would not part with the distinctive 
characteristics of our venerable 
Church, for any temporal advantage; 
because we conscientiously believe 
them to be founded on the laws of 
divine truth, and upon apostolical 
practice. The expression of these 
sentiments, we are aware, will expose 
us to the exclamation of the latitudi- 
narian: “QO, this is sectagian!”» It 
‘may be so; for Christianity itself avas 
so called, in the days of Tertullus, 
the Orator, when it was known as 
the “sect of the’ Nazarenes.” Acts 
xxiv. 5. This may be said of every 
Christian denomination. If it were 
otherwise, there would be» biit one 
Church. But, constituted as the hu- 


man mind at, present is, this appears: 


to be imp®dssible. _We may now.say, 
as St. Paul did to the Corinthian 


“To his own mas- 


[Jan. 
Church of old, “every one hath a 


psalm, hath a doctrine, hath a tongue, 
hath a revelation, hath,an interpreta- 
tion.” 1 Cor. xiv? 26. If it be essen- 
tially necessary tothe preservation of 
Christian harmony, that nothing be 
published by one set of Christians that 
may controvert the faith and opinions 
of others, we must give up preaching, 
as wellas publishing? for it is utter- 
ly impossible for any denomination 
to explain ‘their own doctrine, ac- 
cording to theifviews of the Bible, 
without directly opposing what oth- 
ers believe and teach as fundamental 
truths., "There is no point’of doctrine 
er practice that is not controverted 
by some. Even the obligation of the 
moral law, and the necessity of good 
works under the gospel, are not uni- 
versally admitted. And the greatest, 
and most important. truth in the Bi- 
ble, on which the hope of our salva- 
tion rests, is not received by all. Our 
readers will, therefore, see the impos- 


‘sibility of uniting with all denomina- 
tions, even upon what each believes . 


to be the fundamental principles of 
the Christian religion. And they will 
likewise see the propriety of each 


denomination having a_ periodical 


publication under their own control, 
for the information, and religious edi- 
fication of their own people. These 


may certainly be conducted without 


giving offence. _ Nothing more is ne- 
cessary for the purpose, than to ob- 
serve a peciprocity of good, feeling 
and Christian gp ys and rather to 
seek occasions of agreement, than of 
difference. 

In conducting the Gospel Messen- 
ger, we shall be careful to admit no- 


thing into our pages that willy in any 
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oe 
wise, be disrespectful to the religious 
opinions of any. denomination. It 
will be our busisi@ss to. inculcate, ex- 
plain, and defend, the doctrines, ordi- 
nances, ministry and worship of the 
Protestant Episcopal Church, from 
a sense of duty; and to “declare,” 
what we believe to be, “all the coun- 
sel of God;” Acts xx. 27. but we 
trust, it will be with the fear’ of God 
in our hearts, and with perfect good 
will to our fellow mortals, And 
while we respectfully solicit the aid of 
all who feel mterested in the objects 
which it is our wish to promote, by 
such communications as may subserve 
the cause of religion; we wish it to be 
understood, that we cannot hold our- 
selves responsible for every sentiment 
that may be expressed by our Cor- 
respondents, to whom we shall cheer- 
fully extend that degree. of liberty 
which may be consistent with the ne- 
cessary, and allowable differences of 
opinion. ‘ 
* In the present condition of the 
Christian world, collision of opinion is, 
perhaps, an unavoidable evil; but we 
shall never seek it for its own sake. 
Where no good can result to thecause 
of religion or morality, controversy 
shall be carefully avoided... But 
where this cannot be done, consis- 
tently with duty, we shall unfurl the 
bannér of the “Prince of Peace,” 
and strive for no other vietory, than 
the “truth as it is in Jesus.” 

THE: EDITORS. 


)For the oe Messenger. 


ON THE THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY. 


To the Candidates for the Ministry in the 
Pro. Epis. Church in the United States. 


Tue following brief sketch of the 
originsand present condition of our 


“ 
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General Theological Seminary, has 
been’ prepared for your use. To 
those of you who are students of the 
Seminary, it may suggest motives for 


thankfulness to divine, providence, 


and for persevering diligence; and te 
those who have not yet availed them- 
selves of the privileges provided for 
them by the Church, it may suggest 
motives for endeavouring to do so as 
soon as possible. 

The establishment of a Theologi- 
cal Seminary, for the double purpose 
of affording advantages to the candi- 
dates for the ministry, and of produc- 
ing an accéssion to, the number of 
candidates, was a subject of conyer- 
sation among the members of ‘our 
Church for many years. It would 
have been brought before the Genera] 
Convention in 1811, had not its prac- 
ticability, at that time, been question- 
ed by some persons of influence. Ii 
was proposed in 1814 to that body, 
and postponed by a small majority. 
In 1817, the several disocesses hav- 
ing been previously, cofisulted, it was 
recommended by a majority of them, 
and it was determined on by the Gen. 
Convention of that year. In 1820, 
it was removed to New-Havén from 
New-York, with the view of giving it 
greater efficacy. In 1821, to secure 
the conditional legacy of Mr. Sherred, 
and to prevent the founding of a dio- 
cesan seminary,by New-York, a mea- 
sure ‘which might have interrupted 
the peace of the Church, it was re- 
established in that state. The city of 
New-York was selected, because se- 
veral of the professors, whose services 
were to be gratuitous, resided there, 
and becatise the literature, and sei- 
ence, and refinement of that metropo- 
lis were Considered favourable to the 
purposes of such an institution. 

It appears that this Seminary has 
oftemengaged the deliberations of our 
supreme ecclesiastical council; that it 
is very generally if not, unanimously 
approved of by the mémbers of our 
Church, and that our venerable fa- 
thers, the Bishops, have bestowed 
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upon it a marked attention. Is there 
a candidate for the ministry*who'does 
not wish it prosperity? Ought he not 
to promote its success at least by be- 


coming a member of the institution, 


unless he allege some good rea- 
sons for »debing so? 


OF THE PROFESSORS. 


The Rev. Samuel H. Turner, D. 
D. has ‘been connected with the Se- 
minary from its commencement in 


1817. Of his acquirements‘it is an 


evidence that, at a period of life much 
earlier than oil, he has been hon- 
ouxed with the degree of Doctor of 
Divinity. His selection for his pre- 
sent. elevated station, is, I believe, to 
be attributed to Bishop White, than 
whom no better judge either of capa- 
city, or attainment in theology, can 
be found in America. A mind of 
keen eption’ and accustomed to 
discriminate, decidedly preferring the 
study of the Bible to eyery other; sen- 
sible of the @ifficulties he will have 
to encounter and prepared to submit 
to privation, and to sustain any de- 
gree and continuance of labour; stor- 
ed with information, as well that 
which direetly ‘as that which eollate- 
rally bears on his subject;-a facility 
in summoning up his knawledge as it 
is needed, and in. imparting it to the 
various capacities with which he is 
concerned; a disposition » which 
promptly attracts and fixes the affec-, 
tions of his pupils, and manners of 
almost primitive, simplicit 
are some of the valuable qualifica- 
tions of our professor of “Biblical 
Learning and the Interpretation of 
Scripture.” 

In conformity with a standing rule 
of the a this gentleman deliver- 
ed at the ope ng-of the Seminary in 
1822, an >, lode Address, 
which has been published, and very 

generally c idered a happy speci- 
men of the ability and sound views of 


~ the author. 


The branch next in importance, 


a 


Such 
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¢ 
that of “Systematic Divinity,” is 
committed to the Rev. Bird Wilson, 
D»D. 

_ This gentleman, son of the late 
Judge Wilson of the Supreme Court 
of the United States, was educated 
for the legal profession, and for some 
years respectably filled the situation 
of a state judge in Pennsylv ania. But 
his fondness for retirement, the purity 
of his characters the profound sense 
of Deity which he appears always to 
carry about with him, his predilection 
for the study of theology and his re- 
markableyproficiency in it, prove that 
he has made a change as happy for 
the Church as. it must be congenial 
to himself, His powers of discrimi- 
nation, his attainments and his devo- 


“tion to the work, also invited the at- 


tention’ of the Trustees at an early 
period. But it was not until the 
Seminary was located in the city of 
New-York, that he could be induced 
to accept the professorship which he 
now adorns. ‘The learning of his re- 
searches, the judicious naturesof his 
remarks, the terseness of his manner, 
and the “usefll familiarity not at all 
inconsistent’ with dignity on his part 
and respect on theirs, which subsists 
between him and his pupils in the re- 
citation room, are equally admirable. 
Indeed, as our candidates arein gene- 
ral more advanced in life than ‘stu- 
dents at a college usually are, and 
more sensible of the relation of teach- 
er and pupil, our professors appear 
to have adopted a_ corresponding 
manner towards them, which must 
be equally grateful and improving. 

It is delightful to witness their stated 
meetings... No §stern authority, no 
unwilling obedience, no. forced atten- 
tion casts a gloom over the scene. 
All appear interested, and happy, 
and united in a common undertaking. 

The professor, liké an elder” brother, 
counselling, and assisting, and excit- 
ing his juniors; and they in their turn 
by their gratitude and desire of im- 
provement, encouraging him to re- 
Joice in his. labours. It is the work of 
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the Lord. Oh may it prosper in 
their hands! | 

The profes p of “the Nature, 
Ministry, and ality of oh Church,” 
is filled by the Revs Benjamin T. On- 
derdonk, a gentleman whose respect- 
able standing in the Church is well 
known, having been for many years 
usefully engaged in the conspicuous 
station of Assistant Minister of Trini- 
ty Church, New-York. Having been 
for a series of years in the Conven- 
tions, both diocesan and general, his 
familiarity with the constitution and 
canons of our own Charch, and his 
acknowledged acquaintance with ec- 
clesiastical polity in general, evident- 
ly render him well qualified for the 
department allotted tohim. He for 
some time acted also as instructer in 
Ecclesiastical History, but his paro- 
chial engagements not permitting 
him to continue this, it has been tem- 
porarily assigned to the professors be- 
forenamed. The active and persever- 
ing z@al of this gentleman in the dis- 
charge of his important functions as 
a pafish minister, the industry by 
which he is enabled, in consistence 
with them to give a portion of his time 
to the Seminary, and the cheerful wil- 
lingness with which he has assumed 
this additional share of labour, and 
care, and responsibility, render his 
example not the least valuable of his 
good deeds in favour of an object of 
common and general solicitude. 

The chair of “Pastoral Theology 
and Pulpit Eloquence,” has been fill- 
ed by Bishop Hobart, and it need not 
be added, well filled. ‘The talents 
which qualify him to be useful in al- 
most any sphere;® the knowledge 
which he has’§o happily cultivated; 
but above all his experience as a mi- 
nister, and his eloquencé render him 
eminent valid the instruction 

With in thé preparing and de- 
livery of sermons} in the reading of 
the service, in the conduct to be ob- 
served towards the inquiring, the sick 
and me afflicted, and in general i in all 
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the practical duties of the sacred of- 
fices © 

Associated with théee four clergy- 
men are two laymen. This is a 
pleasant arrangement as it illustrates 
the interest which the laity very prop- 
erly take in this impo matter; as 
it makes a precedent which hereafter 
may be important; as it impressively 
reminds the candidates that the stndy 
of theolozy concerns all men and not 
professional men merely, and as it has 
secured to our Seminary the services 
of the gentlemen of whom we are now 
to make mention. 

Among the literary men of New- 
York, Mr. Verplank stands in the 
first rank. His publications prove 
him a good scholar and of a very 
cultivated taste. He isa member of 
the Legislature. But his faith in the 
Gospel, his love for the Church, his 
conviction that her honour and wel- 
fare are deeply concerned in the 
Seminary have induced him to accept 
without any emolument the professor- 
ship of “The Evidence’ of Revealed 
Religion and of Moral Science in its 
relations to They His atten- 
tion to these and kindred studies, and 
the testimony of the pupils leave no 
room to doubt that his department is 
ably sustained. 

Mr. Clement Moore, son of the late 
Bishop of New-York, fills the profes- 
sorship of “Oriental and Greek Lite- 
rature.” 

It is well known that this gentle- 
man is am accomplished scholar, and 
that he has for more than twenty 
years been a devoted student of the 
Hebrew. He is the author ofa very 
useful Hebrew Grammar and Lexi- 


con; and it is no%small occasion of 


satisfaction, that ‘his s@ryices in this 
department have bee ‘n secured to our 
Seminary. Mr. Moore had previous- 
ly given a pledge of this interest in 
this institution, by the generous dona- 
tion of sixty lots at Greenwich, near 
the city of New-York, which at some 
future period must be Immensely va- 
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luable. It needs scarcely be added, 
that his charaeter, leartiifig, and 
agreeable manners, cannot fail to at- 
tract towards him the highest respect 
and regard from his pupils. 

Such is college of professors: 
and we . well rejoice and be 
thankful that our Seminary is in such 
hands. The two first, whose time is 
wholly devoted to the Seminary, re- 
ceive a salary, each of $1500, which 
certainly is by no means adequate to 
their talents, their reputation, or their 
services. ‘The last named having no 
salary from any other source, under- 
takes his duties forsthe very inade- 
quate sum of $700. The remaining 
four, whose duties are less arduous, 
though important, receive no salary. 
The return more valuable than gold 
and silver to which they are entitled, 
is the acceptance on the part of can- 
didates generally of the privileges 
thus offered to them; the daily im- 
provement of their pupils; and we 
may add, the gratitude of the whole 
Church... Candidates! the disinte- 
restedness of these gentlemen de- 
mands your kf s, and it 
should be a strong mo 
for coming to the Seminary, and for 
a faithful performance of the duties 
there assigned to you. 






OF THE LIBRARY. 


It contains about three thousand 
volumes, a large proportion,of which 
ate folios and quartos. Among the 
rare'works, the Paris Polyglott in 10 
large folios; Kennicott’s, Houbi- 
gant’s,,and Montano’s Hebrew Bi- 
bles; Wickliffe’s New Testament; 
most of the Benedictine editions of 
the Fathers’ Hardouin’s Concilia; 
Luther’s and Melancthon’s works; 
The Aldine edition of Josephus, print- 
edin 1514. » 

There are probably few if any of 
the books more wsually needed for 
student of theology 
g. There are seve- 

books used by the 
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classes, and it is intended to increase 
them, $500 having been thereto ap- 
propriated, for the accommodation of 
those students who cannot afford to 
purchase. Among the chief donors 
to this Library are the Rev. Mr. 
Price of Tulworth, England, who 
gave eighty volumes. John Pintard, 
Esq. of New-York, who gave sixty. 
William Heyward, Esq. of South- 
Carolina, who gave $300 for the 
purchase of books. | Messrs. Swords, 

and Mr. Eastburn, booksellers, &c. 
The use of this Library alone pre- 
sents a motive of no inconsiderable 
weight to the attention of candidates, 
many of whom must, in this respect, 
sustain at home, great inconvenience. 
In my next, someyaccount may be 
expected of the course of studies; the 
society formed by the students for 
moral and literary improvement; the 

expenses, &c. &c. at the Seminary. 

A. 

—-—Lr— 


To the Editors of the Gospel Messenger. 
ON FOREIGN MISSIONS. 


In the Christian Observer for 
April 1823, p. 255. Amer. Ed. is the 
following paragraph: 


“United States. An American engray- 
ing of Barley Wood, the residence of Mrs. 
Hannah More, is on sale at New-York, 
the profits of which are to be devoted to- 
wards establishing a missionary school for 
females in Ceylon, to be called Barley 
Wood. ‘Such a compliment from a far 
country,’ remarks the friend who com- 
municates to us the circumstance, ‘must 
be acceptable even to the Christian humi- 
lity of the illustrious female to whom it is 
paid; especially if she is aware of the de- 
gree in which her writings have operated 
for the improvement of the female cha- 
racter On the distant sH®res of the west- 
ern world.’ ”’ 


I confess, Messrs. Editors, that I 
have read this pafagraph web some- 
thing like regret. That an act of 
liberality originating, without ques- 
tion, in the purest feelings of the 
heart, should carry with it an appa- 
rent error in the choice of its object, 
iscertainly to be lamented? “The 
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case before us, most probably, was 
nothing more than an ymin off- 
ering of respect to inently pi- 
ous female; MPT bon wat is motives 
too highly to make them the subject 
of my remarks. If the rage for in- 
stituting missions in foreign countries, 
to the neglect of our own, had not be- 
come, in some measure, fashionable, 
the paragraph would have remained 
unnoticed. My remarks, therefore, 
are to be considered rather as appli- 
cable to the principle, than to the 
particular case mentioned above. 
Have we, Messrs. Editors, no fe- 
males in the United States who stand 
in need of religious instruction, that 
we must go into foreign countries to 
seek for objects worthy of our cha- 
rity and beneficence? _ Then our mo- 
ral and religious condition is much 
better than I had reason to apprehend: 
And for such a state of society, too 
much gratitude and praise could not 
be offered to our gracious Benefactor. 
But if this were really the case in 
any of the Atlantic states, is it so in 
thosewhich lie beyond the mountains? 
Are there no objects there meet for 
the exercise of our benevolent feelings; 
none who are worthy of the helping 
hand of Christian charity? Is every 
village, and every town, in our west- 
ern states provided with a Minister of 
the Gospel, and the ordinances of re- 
ligionr Is there no solitary place in 
the wilderness in want of “a mission- 
ary school for females?” Are there 
none of the numerous tribes of In- 
dians bordering upon our settlements, 
who are ignorant of the gospel dis- 
pensation and the arts of civilization? 
Are they all provided with Missiona- 
ry Schools forgthe instruction of their 
youth?* If these questions can be 
satisfactorily answered to the Chris- 


o. Sommping: it fialtrue, has been done 


ians by various bodies of 
There sare supposed to be 


within the limits of the United States, 
between 471 and 472,000 of these people. 
Thirty-one schools have been established 


g them, which contain about eleyen 
oF tee hundred scholars. But what 


females in these states 
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tian, then should [I rejoice from my 
heart, and raise my voice for other 
climes. But, Messrs. Editors, we 
know the fact to be otherwise. The 
whole Christian world knows it to be 
otherwise. Numberless religious pub- 
lications of various denominations of 
Christians, are continually endeavour- 
ing to draw our attention to these so- 
lemn truths. We know that there 
are thousands and tens of thousands of 
our fellow citizens beyond the moun- 
tains, who never hear the sound of 
the gospel trumpet; and, perhaps, 
there are as many nearer home, who 
know nothing of Christ as a Saviour. 
It has been computed, “that there are 
seven millions of persons in the Uni- 
ted States, who are either wholly or 
partially | deprived of the means of 
religion.” Then why go to Ceylon, 
to Jerusalem, and to the world’s end, 

in pursuit of what we may find in 
abundance at home? 

The Bishop of Ohio is making the 
most earnest appeals to his fellow 
Christians in the Atlantic states, in 
behalf of his mumerous. destitute 
flocks, literally seattered in the wil- 
derness; while the Bishops of these 
states, unable to provide efficiently 
for their own missionary wants, can- 
not undertake to provide for the 
wants,of others.* Do not these 
things prove the great, and the many 
opportunities, which our own country 
affords, for the exercise of Christian 
benevolence? And ought not these 
to have the first claim on our aflec- 
tion? Surely, Messrs. Editors, the 
, and the In- 
dian women living upon their borders, 
are as worthy of being laced in 
“missionary schools” as the Cinga- 
lese. When God, inghis goodness, 


has blessed us with akanidance, and 


are these among nearly half a million of 
people? Here, I think, és full scope for 
the exercise of c hristian benevolence, and 
missionary labours. 

* See Proceedings of thé Domestic and 
Foreign Missionapy Society of the Pro 
Epis. Chureh in the U. 5. 3 1823, pp. 
SF, 22. 23. 
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ht sionary purposes, should we,not think ple. Suppose my family were in 
hee of these claims Upon our sympathy want of ameal, and my neighbow’s 
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and charity? Uf we turn our back 
upon our fellow-citizens, our country, 
and our own proper concerns, whom 
could we Alb pon for assistance? 

I am not an enemy to foreign mis- 
sions, abstractedly considered; but I 
have been taught to believe that, 
“Charity begins at home.” It there- 
fore appears reasonable to me, that 
we should be more alive to the wants 





of our own people, than to those of 


strangers in a foreign and distant land. 
God forbid, howéver, that I should 
say, that none but our own people are 
worthy of our religious regard. But 


family should likewise be in the same 
forlorn condition. . Suppose, then, by 
the goodness of God, I should be ena- 
bled to satisfy but sparingly, the crav- 
ings of want at home, would I not just- 
ly be subject to censure, if I were to 
relieve my neighbour’s family, and suf- 
fer my own to starve? Doubtless I 
should. But having provided for my 
own household, ifthere should be then 


lowing statement of ‘‘Receipts of Religi- 
ous Charities in 1822,” taken from the 
Christian Observer of July 1823: 
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/ I would be understood to say, in the seoey > - - ear 11 if 
. n G and ou n ' ibernian do. - - 343 O ll 
‘hile “¢ zod. and our ee uy 7 .. Naval and Military do. 1,926 2 9 
wane cre is any poruon 0 1€ Merch. Seaman’s do. - 648 10 2 





+) . . Gospel, about - - 20,000 0 0 
i selves to provide for their wants, be- Church Missionary Society, 32.265 4 9 
fore we think of forming missionary [London do. - = 31,966 11 11 
schools in foreign countries, ten thou- Wesleyan do. - - 80,252 6 7 
+ Moravian do. - - - 2,691 8 3 
The island of | belongs toa General Baptistde. - 1,200 0 0 
rich, and a ‘nation, ‘whose Home Missionary Society, 4,311 0 0 
missionary exertions are almost be- Baptist Home do. _ - 1,059 1s 8 
yond conception great. With the Hibernian Society, ~ - 8,984 13 6 
most unbounded Zeal, they possess the Sunday School for Ireland, 1,883 17 2 
’ 7 Irish Evangelical Society, 2,275' 2 3 
most ample means, and generously [yish Religious Rook and | 
provide for the spiritual wants of Tract Society, —- 3,750 77 
heathen nations, as well as of their Irish Society of London, 403 6 7 
own. Let us, then, for the present, sari rene! ; ed , 2500 0 0 
at least ufitil our means are commen- ‘dart a = 
. : ociety, - - 2,053 16 11 
surate withvour zeal, relieve our own Sunday Sehool Socialis ’ 640 4 6 
wants, and leave to others the instruc- Sunday School Union do. 1,746 19 2 
i. tion of their own subjects. England Society for promoting reli- 
y is able as well as willing; we are, 5°" knowledge among sig 
ts e poor, - - - $25 15 7 
a perhaps as willing, but certainly are society for Conversion of 
4, greatly deficient in means, even to _ the Jews, - = 11,400 9 10 
bad provide for gmrselves. Let us give Prayer Book and pommel é 
| : ‘ ma Soc ity, - - 29.082 9 
Ph all' who are im need, oe and Religious Tract Society. €.809 138 7 
f when it is im Of power, with®ut in- Church of England/ract 
gat jury to ourcountry, or our family, let » Society, ~- - 6S 8 
us give them a portion of what we Continental Society, - 1,936 7 2 
vf have to i‘. then, our chari- a. anemone » cae 1,184 2 7 
ciety for the Relief of poo 
via ty is requir home. . pious Clergymen, - 2282 8 2 
$ * Some ay bE formed of Chris- 
| lian liber, in England, from the fol- Equal to $1,562,826 26. 





United States without spiritual shep- 
herds, and the ordinances of the gos- 
pel, that we ought first to exert our- 






Society for promoting Chris- 
tian Knowledge, - - 57,714 
Society for propagating, the 
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something to spare, it would be but an 
act of gratitude to God, to assist my 
neighbour. My rule therefore is this. 
When there nea ither no Claims up- 
on my benevolent at home, or when 
ample means are provided to meet 
them, then it becomes a Christian du- 
ty, if 1 can afford it, to contribute to 
similar objects in foreign countries. 
I think St. Paul has decided the case. 
“If any provide not for his own,” says 
the Apostle, “and specially for those 
of his own house, he hath denied the 
faith, and is worse than an infidel.” 
1 Tim. v.8. This is equally as true 
in spiritual, as in temporal concerns. 
In making the foregoing remarks, 
I would not be understood to mean, 
the slightest disrespect towards the 
Domestic and Foreign: Missionary 
Society of the Protestant Episcopal 
Church in the United States. On 
the contrary, I deem it an important 
institution, and worthy of the patron- 
age of every Christian. and every 
churchman. Its constitution is li- 
beral, wise, and judicious. It leaves 
at the*option of subscribers, either 
to restrict their contributions to 
objects within our own country; to 
operations exclusively abroad, or to 
place them at the disposal of the 
“Executive’ Committee,” to be em- 
ployed in the Sagi purposes of the 
| differ on these 


Institution. w 







lieve the selene of the east, than of 
the west; others may deem it more 
liberal, ‘and more disinterested, to 

d their wealth abroad, than at 
home; while others may deem it of 


more importance t®improve the mo- 
ral sn 


le. ese are all to be gratified. 
who have much to spare, 
may be desirous 6f bestowing a por- 


tion of it on obj a abroad, as well 


as i The means of ‘enabling 
— I. 





On Foreign Missions—Characters. 


ious condition of our own 


¥ 
cy 


them conveniently to do so, are here 
provided. They who think with me, 
that our own country affords a vast 
field for the most liberal and extensive 
exertions in the cause of religion and 
morality, will, of course, confine their 
contributions to Domestic objects. 
And it appears to me, that it will be 
no trifling gratification to subscribers, 
to see the employment of their con- 
tributions, upon objects which ar 

always subject to their vniagifibions 
and perhaps, from the good which 
may evidently be done through their 
instrumentality, they may be induced 
to give further, and more efficient aid. 


PRO CHRISTO ET PATRIA. 


—@Ze— 
To the Editors of the Gospel Messenger. 


CHARACTERS. 
No. I. 


Ir it coincides with the plan of the 
Gospel Messenger, and meets with 
your approbation, I will occasionally 
transcribe, or abridge,.some of the 
many interesting sketches of charac- 
ter, which T hay met with in the 
course of my /and which, I 
trust, may be profit read by your 
patrons. I there are many 
persons, who would be deterred from 
sitting,down ‘to a large religivus, or 
moral work, who would be willing to 
read some entertaining and instruc- 
tive sketches, in a short and isolated 
form. What I intend to offer in this 
way, is chiefly designed for readers 
of this description. 

The first Character which I shall 
select, is from the writings of the Rev. 
William Law, a nonjurmg Clergy- 
muan of the Church of England. ‘This 
gentleman was eminent for his piety 
and learning, and exemplary for his 
“meekness, humility ad self-denial.” 
He wrote much. His Letters to 
Bishop fioadly during the Bangorian 
Controversy,* are admirable speci- 
mens of his powerful, polemical ta- 


* Reprinted in the holar Armed, | 
pp. 280-—492. Lond. 1812. 
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lents, of the soundness of his faith, and 
his attachment to the Ministry and 
Ordinances of the Episcopa! Church. 
But the work by which he is most 
generally known is, 4 serious Call to 
a Devout and Holy Life. This is, 
or ought to be, in the hands of every 
family; and notwithstanding many 
years have elapsed, since it was first 
published, yet it possesses so much in- 
trinsic excellence as will always se- 
cure it a place in the Library of every 
pious Christian, and procure it a fa- 
vourable reception with every reader 
of taste. Its great practical tenden- 
cy, its admirable description of cha- 
racter, and the familiarity of its style, 
make it a book of amusement as well 
as instruction. And it is no mean 
commendation of it to know, that it 
was, under God, the happy instru- 
ment of awakening religious feeling, 
and a sense of religious obedience, in 


. the heart of that great Christian mo- 


ralist, Doctor Samuel Johnson. So 
powerful is the forge of truth, that 









Gibbon, has t , 

its worth. £ “Mr. Law’s 
masterpiece, the wis Call,’ is 
still read as a po ‘and powerful 


book of devotion, Hi 
rizid, but they are form 
from the Gospel; i 
but his wisdom is from the ‘arta 
of human life; and many of his por- 
traits are not unworthy the pen of La 
Bruyere. ~ If there yet exists a spark 
of piety in his reader’s mind, he will 
soon kindle it to a flame; and a phi- 
losopher must allow, that he is more 
consistent in his principles than any 
of the tribe of mystic writers. He 
handles with equal severity and truth 
the strange "contradiction between 
faith and ce in the Christian 
world. Under the names of Flavia 
and Miranda; he has admirably de- 
scribed Mr, Gibbon’s two Aunts, the 
worldly “> pious sisters.’””* 
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Mr. Law died at King’s Cliffe, 

Northampton, Eng. the place of his 
nativity, April 9th, 1761, aged 75 

years. Among othefleomplimentary 
addresses to his memory, are some 
verses by the Rev. Richard Clarke, 
formerly rector of St. Philip’s‘Chure h, 
in this city.* iii: 

The first Character which I shal} 
transcribe is one, of which there are 
too many originals i in the present day. 
Many, who are apparently religious, 
and who would fain persuade them- 
selves that they are religious, are de- 
ficient in that Charity which covereth 
a multitude of sins. They appear 
to take pleasure in exposing the fail- 
ings and frailties of their neighbour, 
while, perhaps, they entirely overlook 
the many excellent qualities which a- 
dorn hi$ character. How many ex- 
cellent characters have been injured 
by a shrug of the shoulder, or entirely 
ruined by the whispers of professing 
Christians! _ Don’t mention it again, 
but I believe it to be true, has des- 
troyed the peace and happiness of 
many a family. Such condutt is in- 
consistent with Christianity. What 
is it but to say, Tam holier than thow 


—TI am more righteous than my 


neighbour. If “God was extreme to 
mark what is done amiss,” O, what 
would become of us all! To every 
reader who knows in his heart, that 
he has, without any really bad inten- 
tion, given way to this evil habit, I 
most e commend the advice 
given in the | | 







cHARserER OF SUSURRUS. 


Susurrus is a pious, temperate, 
good man, remarkable for abundance 
of excellent qualities. No one more 
constant at the service of the Churei, 
or whose heart is more affected with 
it. His charity as so Ereilty that he 


*"See “A Series of Letters, Mitays hee 
By theRev. Richard Clarke, late s- 


ter of St. Philip’s, Charleston; 5. C. and 
late Lecturer of Stoke-Ne m, and 


St. James’ Aldgate,” I. pp. sy pane 
Lond. 1780. ie 
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almost starves himself, to be able to 
give greater alms to the poor, Yet 
Susurrus had a prodigious failing 
along with thesesgreat virtues. He 
had a mighty inclMation to hear and 
discover all the defects and infirmities 
of all about him. You was welcome 
to tell him any thing of any body, 
provided that you did not do it in the 
styleofanenemy. He never disliked 
am evil speaker, but when his lan- 
guage was rough and passionate. If 
you would but whisper any thing 

gently, though it was ever so bad in 
Ftself Susurrus was ready to receive 
it. When he visits, you generally 
hear him relating how sorry he is for 
the defects and failings of such a 
neighbour. He is always letting you 
know how tender he is of the reputa- 
tion of his neighbour; how loath to 
sy that which he is forced to say, and 
how gladly he would conceal it, if it 
could be concealed. 

Susurrus had such a tender, com- 
passionate manner of relating things 
the most prejudicial to his neighbour, 
that he ever seemed, both to himself 
_ and Others, to be exercising a ‘Chris- 


tian charity, at the same time that he 
“was indulging a whispering, evil 


speaking temper. 

Susurrus once whispered to a par- 
ticular friend ingreat secrecy, some- 
thing too bad to be spoke of publicly, 
He ended with saying, how glad he 
was, that it had t taken wind, 
and that he had seen popes it might 
not be true, wee Games tee supicions 
were strong friend made him 
this replys You say, Susurrus, that 
you are glad it has not yet taken wind; 
and that you have some hopes it may 
not prove true. Go home, therefore, 
to your closet, and pray to God for 
this man, in sich a manner, and with 
such earnestness ag you would pray 
for yourself on the like occasion. 
Beseech God to interpose in his fa- 








“your, to save him from false accusers, 


and fine all those to shame, who by 
uncharitable Ww hispers rs and secret sto- 
him like these that stab 
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in the dark. And when you have 
made this prayer, then you may, if 
you please, go tell the same secret to 
some other friend, that you have told 
to me. 

Susurrus was exceedingly affected 
with this rebuke, and felt the force of 
it upon his conscience in as lively a 
manner, as if he had seen the books 
opened at the day of judgment. All 
other arguments might have been re- 
sisted; but it was impossible for Su- 
surrus either to reject, or to follow 
this advice, without being equally self- 
condemned in the highest degree, 
From that time to this, he has con- 
stantly used himself to this method of 
intercession; and his heart is so en- 
tirely changed by it, that he can now 
ho more privately whisper any thing 
to the prejudice of another, than he 
can openly pray to Ges to do people 
hurt. Whisperings and evil speakings 
now hurt his ears, like oaths and 
curses; and he has appointed one day 
in the week, to, be a day of penance 
as long as he to’ humble him- 
self before G sorrowful con- 


fession of His former guilt. It may 
ed vy a man of so 









well be 

much piet s could be so 
long dece Mself, as to live 
in such @ “of Randal and evil 
speaking, without suspecting himself 
to be y of it. But it was the ten- 


derness and seeming compassion with 
which he heard and related every 
thing, that deceived both himself and 
others. This was a falseness of heart, 
which was only to be fully discover- 
ed, by the true charity of intercession. 
And if people of virtue, who think as 
little harm of themselves, as Susurrus 
did, were often to try their spirit by 
such an intercession, they would often 
find themselves to be such, as they 
least of all suspected. «Pp. 304, 305. 
COMPILER. 
—-2n—- 

The British and Foreign Bible 
Society have issued sinte the com- 
mencement of Institution, 
3,875,474 eopies of the Scriptures. 
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FREE EPISCOPAL CHURCH IN 
CHARLESTON. 


A tor of land in Guignard-streety 


having been generously given by a 
very respectable and pious Lady, for 
the erection of a Free Episcopal 
Church, subscriptions were opened 
last summer in the three Episcopal 
Churches in this city, and a sum 
subscribed, sufficient to warrant the 
commencement of the work, with 
favourable prospects of its speedy 
completion. ‘The corner stone was 
laid on the 30th September, by the 
Right Rev. Bishop Bowen, in the 
resence of several of his Clergy, the 

uilding Committee, and a consider- 
able number of ladies and gentlemen. 
In a cavity of the stone were depo- 
sited the subjoined inscription, a 
copy of the Book of Common Pray- 
er, and some current coins. An ex- 
cellent address was delivered by the 
Bishop, which he has politely per- 
mitted us to publish, and appropriate 
hengo,flered to the 
prace. “ahis interesting 
. the singing of 











the Gloria in 

This House of Prayer is to. be call- 
ed, St. Stephen’s Chapel, a i 
supplied by the Missionary e 
by the “Charleston F . Epis- 


copal Domestic Missionar 
composed of a number of 
zealous females. It is probable, from 
the advanced state of the building, 
that it will be ready for consecration, 
early in the spring. Persons who 
cannot obtain seats in the other 
Churches, Seamen, and others, ac- 
customed to the Episcopal service, 
may here, free of any expense, sta- 
tedly join in the Christian worship of 
Almighty God. 

It is highly gratifying to the mem- 
bers of our Church in Carolina to 
learn, that they have erected to the 
glory of God’s name, and the eternal 


good, it is hoped, of many of their 
fellow mo st free Episco- 
pal Church in the ed States. 











appear in behalf of this well mez at 


undertaking, indulge the lively per-" 
suasion in its favour which has thus 
far actuated us, and the fervent aspi- 
ration rises from our minds towards 
heaven, that he, without whose pro- 
tecting presence,ythey labour in vain 
that build, may accompany it with 
his blessing to its completion, we 
would bespeak a sympathetic corre- 
spondence in what we feel on this 
occasion, in the minds of all who wit- 
ness it. We are far from wishing to 
affect in this enterprise, any novel or 
extraordinary manifestation of the 
Charity which the religion of Christ 
imposes on its professors. To im- 
part and preach the gospel to the 
poor, has, we believe, at no period 
been overlooked as the special and ~ 
most bounden duty, of the people and 
ministers of Christ. Free sitti 
appropriated to their use, iy 
















1 

We trust their laudable and pious ex- pe 
ample. will lead to the erection of § th 
others, both here, and in other cities. ce 
Here, the example was immediately C 
~ followed by another lady, Mrs. So- of 
phia Shepherd, who has generously hi 
given a large lot of land, for’ similar bl 
purposes, in the N. W. suburb of cé 
this city; and subscriptions are open- th 
ed for carrying the benevolent scheme L 
into effect. W 
The Stone having been just laid er 
with the usual ceremony, the Bishop w 
delivered the following Address: ce 
Thus, my friends and fellow Chris- th 
tians, have we begun, we may hum- pe 
bly trust and hope, a good work, la 
well pleasing and acceptable to God. m 
In ground which the pious benevo- pe 
lence of an individual member of the ge 
flock of Christ, had made sacred to cl 
the purpose, we have placed the cor- sti 
ner stone of an edifice, to be erecied bl 
by means which the combined bene- tic 
volence of many has created, in ar 
which the least favoured of men in at 
their lot of temporal life, may freely in 
receive, through the Church, the max 9 th 
nifold grace of God. ile we, to § in 
whose province it has fallen, thus to he 
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periods, been considered necessary in 
the house of God, and have been in- 
corporated with ‘the usages of. the 
Church, in alm 
of its condition, and,all periods of its 
history. And what more indisputa- 
bly proper or desirable? Where 
can the rich and the poor meet toge- 
ther, more suitably, than before the 
Lord who is the maker of them all? 
Wherever the Church has adequate 
endowments from the state or other- 
wise, and the maintenance of its offi- 
ces depends, for that reason, less on 
the voluntary contributions of the 
people, the accommodation of a 
large portion of its members, in a 
manner exempting them from ex- 
pense, is as practicable as it is obli- 
gatory. But where favouring cir- 
cumstances of the Chureh’s temporal 
state do not exist, there is unavoida- 
bly less space capable of appropria- 
tion to free use, than is necessary: 
and.even what can be thus appropri- 

ated, very inadequately, and) with 
insufficient ease and comfort, admits 


_ thosey for whose convenience it is 


, led, to the privileges of the 
"house of prayer. In our country, 
and within the bounds of the commu- 
“hion, in whose name the purpose 
now before us has been adopted, cir- 
cumstances have been every where 
felt, unfavourable to the admission of 
a large portion 0 our brethren, bre- 
thren in the bonds of faith 
and nature, to the service of their 
Maker, as worshippers, in 
a manner, either sufficient for them, 
or satisfactory to those, whose care, 
their moral or immortal interests 
were made. t to re- 
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We have sough 
medy or alleviate the evil; and no 
reproach can justly lie against our 
institutions, of insensibility to the 
spiritual necessities of the humbler 
conditions of human life. And God 

eforbid there ever should! For how 

“Shall his blessing accompany any 
ministrations of his word and sacra- 
ments, from which, they, are any 

an of unavoidable neces- 
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sity, excluded? Under circumstances, 
however, which involve no reproach 

inst any, it has been found, that 

few of those who could not con- 
fibute to their support, have found 
access to our altars. In bounden 
solicitude to lesson all we can, this 
evil, the design before us, has been 
formed. Is there a friend of Christ 
and his religion, who can contemplate 
it without an emotion of approving 
satisfaction? We think there cannot 
be: for the honour of Christ and his 
religion cannot but be signally ad- 
vanced, by a design, which has for 


its object, the giving the knowledge of 


him and his salvation, to those of our 
fellow men, who otherwise might not 
know them—and be left to struggle 
their unhappy way through life, and 
go without the hopes or consolations 
of the gospel, to a grave, still more 
enveloped in glooms, than had been 
the life that led to it. Oh, who may 
not in the contemplation of this de- 
sign, find the eye of anticipation in- 
vited to a prospect, where numbers 
in succession, are Seen, as the years 
of time roll on, sitting penitent and 








believing, fe the waters of com- 
fort, refreshing and invigorating their 
souls, for the toils and trials of life, 
and looking with joy, to an 


inheritance beyond them, of glory, 
honour, _and immortality! 

Or is there a friend of humanity 
who can refuse his sympathy, in the 
aspiration which the occasion bids 
ascend to the presence of the Almigh- 
ty, universal Father? We are per- 
suaded there cannot be. For what 
subject can more reasonably interest 
the philanthropic bosom, than the 
moral good of men, by its instrumen- 
tality to be promoted, Here should 
we find the success at the Lord’s 
hands, in the hope of which we are 
acting, and which we would not for 
the want of the humble fervent sup- 
plication of it, be denied, the ills and 


miseries of humanity may be lightened, 


off from many a weary pilgrim of this 
mortal sojourn; and the cheerful 


sie 
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purpose of patient endurance, be 
substituted for feelings, which were 
bringing him down with sorrow to 
the grave. 
the spirit of grace may give, the pur- 
pose of virtue may be inspired into 
many a heart, which had seemed 
abandoned irretrievably to vice. 
Here the bread that cometh down 
from heaven, may sustain the soul in 
its efforts to bear for its appointed 
time, the burden of the body, which 
the bread of your charity bestow- 
ed, had but kept alive to misery. 
Here children may learn the name of 
a father mighty to succour and -pro- 
tect them, when their mortal parents 
are no more, and trained in his love 
and fear, may be nurtured up to pu- 
rity and virtue, happiness and hon- 
our, Here the poor mariner, may 
find a scene more grateful than the 
haunts which it had been the re- 
proach more of others than of him- 
self, that he should have delighted in, 
where he may happily cultivate a 
knowledge of th 0d who rides in 
the storm, and has his | 
mighty waters, | 
and may send up 
emotions of a soul 
of whose salvation he h 
Here, in a word, a founte 
opened, from which may flow, 
joy, peace, righteousness, . 
ment, comfort, and gladness @ 
among many, who had otherwise 
been lost alike, to temporal and to 
spiritual happiness. 
Is there, we may ask, once more, 
a friend of society, who will not par- 
take the satisfaction, which the occa- 
sion is calculated to awaken? We 
think there cannot be! Society finds 
the cement of its strength in the reli- 
gious virtue, which it is the sure ten- 
dency of the institutions of religious 
ei instruction and devotion to create. 
| And when these are set up, with a 
we peculiar reference to the case of such, 
| Bs: em gs by an unfayourable lot in life, 
| re Re have the fewest ties to bind them to 
hae 
















as learned. 





the common weal, who will dispute 
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the merit or the value of the work? 
The diffusion among all sorts and 
conditions of men, of the practical 





Here, through the light influence of a sound and sober reli- 


gious faith and worship,* has been 
too long decidedly recognized among 
the things the most desirable-for the 
civil state, to néed any thing here 
said of its importance: and the obli- 
gation to aid it, in whatever manner 
he may be able, present to the mind 
of every one, will admit of no hesita~ 
tion, to regard with an approving in- 
terest, the work, which to-day, has in 
this place been begun. 

We commit this work, then, to the 
diligence and fidelity of those who 
are engaged to execute it, with the 
comfortable persuasion, that we are 
committing to them a work, on which 
the feelings of all will be concentrat- 
ed, with a kindly interest in its hap- 
plest progress and completion. 

If there is any consideration to be 
permitted to qualify our satisfaction 
on this occasion, it arises from the 
smallness of the dimensions, which 
we see marked cut beforewus, f 
building to be erected. But 


‘= 
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* It is consistent with the respect du 4 


from them, to their fellow Christiar 


their prosecution of religious interests ) 
‘cording to the persuasion of their own © 


minds, in other ways, that members of the 
Protestant Episcopal Church, should set 
high value on the edifying character of 
her Liturgical public wi and instruc- 
tion. The lowliest.of men cannot but be 
partakcrs in eve of praise or pray- 
er, which is here preseribed, if the will to 
join in it be not wanting. Scarcely any 
understanding is-imcapable of the privi- 
lege. The judicious provision which is 
here, also made, for the scriptural instruc- 
tion of the congregation, admits all to a 
knowledge of the things of God én Christ 
reconciling the world to himself; nor is 
there an interesting lesson of the evange- 
lical morality, which either the gospels or 
the epistles contain, which is not, inthe 
prescribed course of the ecclesiastical 
year, regularly presented, in the: solemn 


service of the Lord’s house, to the atten-_ 


tion of the humblest worshippers. . The 
practical utility, to the poor and lowly 
among men, of attending on the offices of 
this Church’s worship, can he questioned 
by mone: | 
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consider that this is the first enter- 
rise of the kind, to which the bene- 
volence of Christians, has among 
us, been sumnioned, when we recol- 
lect the embarrassments and priva- 
tions of the day, amidst which the 
call for thé means of this undertaking 
has been made, and bear suitably in 
mind, at the same time, the various 
other operations of Christian benevo- 
lence, to which their attention who 
have furnished ‘the means of this, is 
extended, we shall acquiesce with a 
moderate regret, in this unavoidable 
necessity, and look with an animated 
gratitude to him, who “puts into the 
hearts of his people, to do unto him 
true and laudable service,” that we 
have been enabled to render even 
this “humble tribute to his glory, in 
the extension of his kingdom among 
men. I call it a humble tribute as 
seen of men; but with him who seeth 
not as man seeth, why may not this 
be a)» monument to his name, so 
adorned with holiness of motive and 
excellency of use, as to bear a bright 
tinction among the temples, which 
his presence as the hearer of 
prayer? We are not 
idden to iodulge the hope that it 
Under its influence we may 
be animated to, seek to the utmost 
that we can, to make the ministra- 
tions, which are here contemplated, 
available to human “happiness and 
the divine . Awvider field of this 
charity will await us, where another 
and an ample site, has by a similar 
excellence of individual benevolence 
been provided for it, when in this in- 
stance, we shall have made its utility 
to be approved. Speedily to effect 
so desirable an object, will, therefore, 
I trust, be our earnest and diligent 
endeavour, on which we would not 
Cease to implore the same blessing 
from above, for which, I beseech 
you now to skcompgey me to the 
throne of grace. | 
The fgliowing inscription was de- 
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“The corner stone of St. Stephen’s 
Chapel, designed as a free place of 
worship, for members,of the Protest- 
ant Episcopal Church, laid on the 
thirtieth day of September, in the year 
of our Lord one thousand eight hun- 
dred and twenty-three, by Nathaniel 
Bowen, D. D. Bishop of the Protest- 
ant Episcopal Church in the state of 
South-Carolina; assisted by the Rey. 
Christopher E. Gadsden, D. D. Rec- 
tor and the Rev. Allston Gibbes, as- 
sistant minister of St. Philip’s church; 
the Rev. Christian Hanckel, rector of 
St. Paul’s church, Radcliffebotpugh; 
the Rev. Frederick Dalcho, M. B. as- 
sistant minister of St. Miclel’s 
church; the Rev. Edward Rutldge, 
rector of St. Thomas’s; the Rev. Vm. 
H. Mitchell, deacon, minister ¢ St, 
James’s, Santee; the Rev. Willi S. 
Wilson, deacon; and the Rev kd- 
ward Phillips, deacon, and dopestic 
missionary in Charleston. Th land 
on which this building was eected, 
was given by Mrs. Sarah Russll, wi- 
dow; and the means of defray: g the 
expense of itserection were tl ge ne- 
rous contri of the meybers of 
the Protestant Episcopal Clurch in 
Charleston, collected by a committee 
of gentlemen, consi of Aaron S. 
Willington, John W. Mingel, John 
F. Knox, Thomas Gaéden, and 
James_ §. Johnson, of {. Philip’s 
church; James H. Ladon, Jacob 
Rapelye. Horatio S. Waing, M. D. 






and St. John Phillips, J. D. of St. 
Michael’s church; and. Thayer, 
jun. Thomas G. SimongL. E. Daw- 


son, and G. W. Eglestoy of St. Paul’s 
church, Radcliffeboroug—at the in- 









stance of the Charl Protestant 
Episcopal Domestic Mgsionary Soci- 
ety; the “following fades being the 


board of managers of that society: 
Mrs. S. Russell, Mrs. /. Dehon, Mrs. 
Ann Robertson, Mrs Margaret Be- 
thune, Mrs. Elizab¢h Hazlehurst, 
Mrs. Sarah Waringjand Mrs. S. M. 
Logan.—Builder, Jan Gordon, es- 
quire.” 
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From the Gospel Advocate. 


I am one of the many who, I un- 
derstand, have’ received copies of the 


Theses published by the candidates” 


for the degree of bachelor of arts, at 
the late commencement of Transylva- 
nia University. As these theses,are 


mot now publicly defended, they are 


merely a remnant of ancient forms; 
and I seldom take the trouble to read 
them. But as I carelessly cast my eye 
over them, my attention was arrested 
by the Theses Theologica. Presuming 
that these theses are not allowed to 
be ished without having under- 
on the scrutiny of the president and 
prstrs, T felt adit “ceishcely to 
ov whether the current sentiments 
of he college accorded with those 
whih professedly belong to its inge- 
niou and inventive president. You 
ean etter judge whether I am correct 
in n¥ inferences when you have read 
the tieses themselves, of which I sub- 


' mit aiteral, though not servile, trans- 







lation 
THESES THEOLOGICE. 
1. Treology 1 a hes the existence 
ef Godiand _are the duties of 
mankinatowards him. | 


2. It i divided into two parts, Na- 
tural and Revealed. ) 

3, Natral theology demonstrates 
both the «istence and attributes of 
God from jie substance of things (ex 
corpore retm, 

4. That eligion which is taught by 
the sacred witings is called revealed. 

5. The éistence and attributes of 
God are s no less by natural, 






: ldreligion, as it is plain- 
er, (cum clam sit,) is better adapt- 
ed to men of wll conditions, (*homi- 


* “Hominibuyomnis fortune.’ I quote 
the original, tha I may be certain not to 
do injustice to te author; for not heing 
familiar with th Latin of the western 
states, I would n¢ be too confident that I 
may not have nstaken the meaning of 
Some expressions 


? 
p* 





Theses Theologice. [ Jan. 


nibus omnis fortune,) whatever may 
be their mental cultivation. 

7. Natural religion is chiefly fit- 

“ted for men of profound learning and 
science. 

8. Revealed may be termed only 
the picture of natural religion, since it 
has only the sameé principles expres- 
sed in words. 

9. ErrHER WILL LEAD MEN TO 

»HEAVEN, PROVIDED THEY FAITHFUE- 
LY FOLLOW IT.* 

Now, Mr. Editor, I know not what 
you may say to all this; or rather, I 
know well what you and every other 
advocate of the gospel must say: IT 
IS RANK DEISM; and to know that such 
theses are publicly proclaimed, and 
dedicated, as.on the title page, “ve- 
nerandis ecclesiarum passim pastori- 
bus,” to all Christian pastors of 
Christian churches, must shock the 
mind of every one who clings to a Sa- 
viour, as the only refuge and: support 
for guilty man. I forbear to comment 
upon propositions, the obvious ten- 
dency of which is to degrade the scrip- 


tures, as needful only for menof 





smatterer who takes his diploma 
the hands of Presipent “Hou 


minds, and to teach every thoughtless — 


Ott 





that in order to go to heaven he has — 


only to study the sciences, and become 
acquainted with the substance of 
things. But, Mr. Editor, what will be 


* Compare with this thewords ofthe 18th 
article: ‘“They also are to behad accursed, 
that presume to say, that every man shall 
be saved by the law or sect which he pro- 
fesseth, so that he be diligent to frame 
his life according to that law, and the 
light of nature. For holy Scripture doth 
set out unto us only the name of Jesus 
Christ, whereby men must be saved.” 
John xiv. 6. No man cometh to the Fa- 
ther but by me. Acts iv. 12. Neither is there 
salvation in any other: for there is none 
other name under heaven given among 
men, Whereby we must be saved. Johny, 
11,12. And this is the record, that God 
hath given to us-eternal life; and this life 
is inhis Son. Hethat hath the Son, hath 
life; and he that hath not the Son, hath not 
life. 1 Cor. xvi. 22. If. any man love 
not the Lord Jesus Christ, let him be ana- 
thema maranatha. Gal. i. 8,9» 
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the result of this! . Who knows not 
the influence whith instructers have 
over the understanding and affections 
of their pupils! And when we con- 
sider that “knowledge puffeth up;” 
that none are wiser in their own con- 
ceits than-young men while they are 
undergraduates within the walls of a 
college; that this contempt of the Bi- 
ble, as fitted only for vulgar minds, ac- 
cords with the depraved propensities 
of our hature; and that the idea of be- 
ing saved without a Saviour, must sear 
the conscience, and render the heart 
callous; I ask whether every Christ- 
ian parent will not tremble at the dan- 
ger to which he exposes his child by 
sending him into a place of such con- 
tagion? These youths are to be the 
future legislators, amd judges, and 
moralists of our country. Every one 
will have his circle of influence. I 
confess, that when I think of the con- 

uences to our country, my heart is 
filled’ with gloomy forebodings; nor 
does_it recover its tranquillity ‘ill I 
think of Him who sitteth on the circle 
é earth, and laughs to scorn the 
nt attempts of those who rise 






F = against the Lord, and against his 


t. 
FIDES. 
—-@@e~-- 
THE CHURCH’S ADVICE TO HER 
CLERGY. 


Take heed to yourselves, that you 
want not that Grace you Offer others; 
that, when you save others, you perish 
not as cast-aways yourselves. Feel the 
power of that religion you preach, 
and preach the power you feel. Be 
what you persuade others to be. 

Take heed to yourselves, and con- 
sider what manner of men you ought 
to be in all.holy conversation and god- 
linéss. 

"Take heed to yourseloes, iat yb 
pull not down with a wicked life, 
you build up with a holy balda 
If theresbé no such thing as religion, 
preach itnot; if there be, live it; if a 

GOS. MES.—VOL: 1. 
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loose life may be allowed, do not 
preach,against it; and if it may not be 
allowed, do not live it; be not deceiv- 
ed, and deceive not others. Preach ex- 
actly, and live exactly; as you think 
all the week how to speak upon Sun- 
day, so resolve upon Sunday how to 
live all the week. 

Take heed to yourselves, and walk 
wisely towards them that are without, 
that whereas they speak evil of you, 
they may be ashamed, conside ring 
the nature and end of your conver- 
sation. 

Take heed to yourselves. You have 
many eyes upon your infirmities, you 
have many spectators of your faults to 
find, toaggravate, and to publish them: 
God forbid that you should do evil in 
the eyes of the whole world, the good 
part whereof watcheth on your vir- 
tues, to imitate you: the evil part 
watcheth on your vices to traduce you: 
you are as lights upon a hill, “walk as 
in the light.” 

Take heed to yourselves, if not for 
others, yet for your own souls, Preach 
not of heaven, and fall short of it: 
preach not of hell, and fall into it: of 
grace and duty and yet live without 
them. 

Take heed to yourselves. Vigi- 
lant is your temper, great are your 
trials, many ‘are your temptations, 
much the opposition you will meet; 
for-weighty is your work, you destroy 
the power of Satan: you engage the 
powers of hell. 

Take heed to yourselves. You have 
the same nature with others, but you 
commit not the like sins with others; 
the sins that dwell in you, are the same 
with other mens; the sins that are 
committed by you, are greater than 
other mens.” Watch then over your 
evii nature: take care that you 
transgress not against knowledge, 
wilfully; against your trust, unfaith- 
fully; against your profésssion, hypo- 
critically; agamst others, very offen- 
sively; against the honour of God and 
his ways, very dangerously. 
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Take heed to yourselves, that you 
may be blessed in your undertaking; 
let your ways please God, as you hope 
God will bless your ways, if not for 
your own, yet for other men’s souls 
sake take heed to yourselves: speak 
from your hearts to their hearts; be 
not entangled by sin, that you may be 
able to speak against sin; do as you 
preach, that the world may see you 
mean as you preach.” 

Bishop Ken's Ichabod, p. 44. 


— Qe 
ON MAN’S ACCOUNTABLENESS. 


It is of the utmost importance to 
the advancement of our spiritual in- 
terests, that we should have a right 
conception of ourselves and our pre- 
sent condition. If we regard our- 
selves as creatures born only for this 
world, we shall be led to mind only 
pos things of this world. If we consider 

elves as accountable to no future 

i dgment, we shall become careless of 
our moral conduct: and if we look on 
ourselves as indebted for what we pos- 
sess, solely to ourselves—to our own 
forethought in preventing our own wis- 
dom in devising, anc our own strength 
in executing—we shall be apt to think 
more highly of ourselves than we 
ought to think, and carry ourselves 
insolently towards our fellow-crea- 
tures, and negligently towards that 
God “in whom we live and Move and 
have our being.”” To these errors, so 
flagrant, and (would that by our con- 
duct we did not give ground for say- 
ing) so common, the words of the 
Apostle plainly offer a seasonable cor- 
rection. “Having then gifts differing 
acccording to the grace that is to 
us.” With him, all that We have is a 
gift; and by calling it a gift, he directly 
tefers us to some other Being, higher 
than ourselves, from whom we must 
have received it. He reminds us of 
our own insufficiency, that stands so 
much in need of the divine 
value of what we have, a8 c 

the h of Infinite, 
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and Goodness; of the gracious pur- 
pose for which it fnust be intended; 

and consequently, of the responsibili. 
ty that attaches to us to value the gifts 
of God as they deserve, and employ 
them to the utmest of our power in 
such a manner as, shall best suit with 
and advance the purpose for which 
they were given,—plainly intimating 
to us withal, that their great and al- 
mighty Giver will expect this at our 
hands, and will reward or punish us 
according to the use or misuse that we 
have made of them. 

If this view then be correct, and by 
a reference to the Scriptures we 
shall presently see that it is, I know 
nothing more comfortable and happy 
on the one hand, nor more alarming 
on the other, than the condition of the 
Christian; for'we are plainly receiv- 
ing every moment of our lives blessings 
from the hand of God, and yet bless- 
ings for which we mustaccount. We 
cannot live but through God’s preser- 
vation; but we are Wilinly preserved, 
that we may live to a good purpose. 
We cannot move securely, but under 
his providence; but he watches over 
us, only that we may move in the 7 
of our respective duties. We he 
been redeemed from the power of sin; 
but with this intent, thatwe may no 
longer submit ourselves to the domin- 
ion of it. We have been regenerated 
by God’s Spirit; but with this view, 
that we may henceforward live sober- 
ly, righteously, and godly, in this pre- 
sent world. We are promised the 
kingdom of heaven hereafter; but to 
this end, that we may set our affections 
on things above now, and be heaven- 
ly in all our thoughts and words and 
deeds. Our life is but a collection of 
blessings, unspeakably great, and not 
to be numbered; yet blessings, for 
eve of which we must account. 
God ‘sends us into this world, as into 
a state of probation: he gives us every 
thing within and without fitted to 
make-us happy in it, and toenable us 
to discharge the duties of it; and accor- 
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sur. § ciously pledges himself for the sake of 
led; his dear Son to reward us everlasting- 
pili. q ly hereafter. ‘He openeth his hand, 
sifte q 2nd filleth all things living with plen- 
jloy teousness:” he soweth the seed, and 
- in 9 patiently awaits the harvest. The 
vith | seed is all his blessings of nature and 
lich J Of grace: we are the soil on which it 
ring is sown. Nothing has been omitted 
al. ¥ on the part of God to make the seed 
our 4 Spring up; and all that remains is for 
us | the soikitself, i. e. our own hearts, to 
we | prove kindly; for God forces no man. 
Our own hearts must be disposed to re- 
by ceive the seed—and to this disposition 
we | God’s Holy Spirit is continually urg- 
iow | /ng us, and to suffer it to spring up 
py within us, and bring forth its appeint- 
ing ed fruit; and then every gift, that we 
the | Dave, will prove whatdt was intended 
riy. | to be, a blessing that “hath the pro- 
ngs mise of the life that now is, and of 
ogs- | that which is to come.” 
We Thus then it stands with us:—as 
ser- | Christians, a y, we are 
ed, placed ina statefull of mercies; but 








full of duties attached to these mer- 
cies. We are daily receiving the for- 
mer; we must labour to perform 
the latter. We have no alternative. 
e cross is on our foreheads; we 
have taken the name of Christ; we 


sin: 
” | have tasted of the riches of God’s love. 










in. The gift is even now in our hands, 
teq | and we must return it hereafter with 
ew, | interest. As reasonable beings, we 
yer- | could never have refused the gift with- 
yre- | Out forfeiting our claim to be such: 
the | and having received it, and together 
t to | With it the promise of assistance to 
ons | use it aright, how can we be otuerwise 
en- | than accountable, for its user Look 
ind | for the confirmation of this to the Pa- 
1 of | Fable of the ten tal The “Noble- 
not | Man” “that went Mito a far country 
for | to receive for himself a kingdom, and 
int. | Return,” is Christ; and “his seryants”’ 
nto are Gurselves. The “talents” that he 
ery delivered to them are, the spiritual 


to | graces and means of grace bestowed 
on everyChristian. And with what 





> us 
ore | charge were they bestowed? Were 
ra- | they given neither to be improved 
) 
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nor returned? .. Did no responsibility 
attach to the gift? “Occupy,” says 
he, “till I come.” In other words, 
and to apply it directly to ourselves, 
make the most of this spiritual grace; 
improve it by diligent care and ex- 
ercise, that it may increase more and 
more, that when I come to judge the 
world, I may receive my own with in- 
terest, and you, for this its improve- 
ment, be everlastingly rewarded. ‘The 
conclusion of this Parable places our 
responsibility in a still stronger light. 
The Nobleman is represented as re- 
turning: and calling unto him his ser- 
vants to whom he had given the mo- 
ney, that he might know how much 
every man had gained by trading. 
The first. comes, saying, “Lord, thy 
pound has gained ten pounds;” and 
is instantly rewarded with »uthority 
over “ten cities.” The second reports 
himself as having made fiye pounds; 
and he also receives a proportionate 
reward: “Be thou over five cities.” 
But the third brings only the-pound 
that he had received: he had turned 
it to no account; he had taken no 
pains to improye or increase it; but 
had kept it, says the Parable, “laid up 
in a napkin.” Was this his slothful- 
ness and negligence rewarded, or 
even overlooked? , “Take the talent 
from him, and give it unto him that 
hath ten talents: for unto every man 
that hath,” and duly endeavours to 
improve what he has, “shall be given, 
and he shall have ‘abundance: but 
from him that hath not,” that has 
not improved what he has received, 
“shall be taken away even that he 
hath.” And cast ye the unprofitable 
servant into outer darkness: there shall 
eeping and gnashing of teeth.” 
°° Nisttoe ean be required after this 
to place our dependency on God, or 
our responsibility to him in a stro 
er light. St. Paul plainly coneidiis 
that every man, and every Christian 
more especially, has his gifts: and our 


L the parable, ‘no less»plainly 


declares that for these we are to be 
accountable, 
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These gifts are numerous; and 
every man’s own heart and experi- 
ence will supply many for himself. 
{ can only touch on those which are 
general, and leave to my readers the 
discovery of such as are particular. 
In the Form of gefteral thanksgiving 
provided in our Liturgy, which pos- 
sesses in common with our other pray- 
ers this excellence, that it is sufficiently 
general to include every. particular 
blessine, without being so particular 
as to apply only to individual eases— 
in this Form we have briefly yet ful- 
ly pointed out all those instances of 
God’s goodness towards us, for the 
reception of which we are to be 
thankful now, and for the use of which 
we are to be accountable hereafter. 

We are therein taught to bless God 
for our creation—for this God’s first 
gift, whereby we are Called out of no- 
thing, and receive a being, and are 
ranked in the number of human crea- 
tures, and are endowed with such no- 
ble faculties of body and soul, and 
made capable of enjoying and ‘actu- 
ally blest with the enjoyment of those 

many and unspeakable delights which 
this world affords. — 

We are taught to bless him for our 
preservation; for amid all the chan- 

es and chances ef this mortal life, 
and the slender thread by which body 
and soul are held together, what arm 
less than almighty could preserve us? 

We are taught to bless him in a 
word, for all the blessings of this life 
—all ‘that tends to smooth the rugged 
path of our earthly pilgrimage—the 
enjoyment of health, of rank, of for- 
tune, or what is more than a substi- 
tute for the two latter, of a quiet and 
contented spirit; the endearing, ties 
of family and friendship; ‘the endow- 
ments of our mids; the beauty, and 
Strength, and soundness of our bo- 
dies; thes goodness of our dispo* 
sition; the means and opportunities 
that we have of assisting our fellow- 
creatures, which is, or ought to be a 
source of infinite happiness to us; the 
approbation ef the good; and what is 
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still higher, (for to others we may ap- 
pear better than we really are,) the 
approbation of our own consciences, 
when enlightened and directed by the 
Gospel—an approbation, that makes 
every thing else, however heavy, sit 
easy upon us. 

This last, however, though the 
greatest blessing of this life, and with- 
out which indeed we cannot really en- 


joy any other, is more strictly con- 


nected with a second class of gifts, 

equally derived from our good and 
almighty Father, but usually distin- 
guished from the former by the term 
spiritual. These we are taught to 
reduce under three heads:—the re- 
demption of the world through our 
Lord Jesus Christ, whose precious 
bloed was the »price paid for it; the 
means of grace, i. e. God’s blessed 
word and sacraments, whereby ordi- 
narily the Holy Spirit worketh in the 
hearts of believers; and the hope of 
that glory which, after this life is spent, 

and all its blessings enjoyed, is laid up 
for us in the heavens as infinitely bet- 
ter and more durable than any thing 
that we have enjoyed here, yea, ever- 
lasting and without alloy. These are 
gifts of which every Christian feels 
the want, and the value: without them 
our condition were too deplorable for 
human language to express; and with 
them, if used aright, more blessed 
than the heart of man can conceive. 
To each of us they haye been given: 
and it will not do to conceal from our- 
selves the heavy responsibility which 
we are under to employ them as they 
were intended. There is not one, be 
he young or old, rich or poor, high or 
low, whatever be his situation, what- 
ever his talents, whatever his means 
and opportunities of doing good, there 
is not one of whom it will not be re- 
quired in the last day, “Give an ac- 
count of thy stewardship. ” Many 
were the gifts of nature and of grace 
committed to thine hands: how, have 
they been employed by thee? Were 
they, whilst thou wast on earth, made 
subservient to the increasing sanctifi- 
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cation of thine heart, te the good of 
thy fellow-creatures, and the working 
out through faith and obedience of 
thine everlasting salvation? 

May we be able, to return an an- 
swer in that day that shall be accept- 
ed of God through the merits of our 
gracious Redeemer! 

Christian Remembrancer. 


+ @O«.-- 
MEMOIRS OF JOHN BOWDLER, Esq. 


Extract from a brief Memoir of John Bow- 
dle, Esq. who died June 1823, in the 
79th year of his age, full of piety and 
good works. 


Brep to the profession of the law, 
but disliking its practice and the exer- 
cise of it, Mr. Bowdler early quitted 
London as the place of his residence, 
and retired to a small distance from 
the metropolis; but not to a life of 
sloth and inactivity: for no man was 
more actively alive to the promotion 
of every pious and charitable work, 
which could. advance the interests of 
the Church of England, the Episco- 
pal Church of Scotland, or which 
could benefit either the souls or bodies 
of mankind. 

To the Scottish Episcopal Church, 
and to her poor, but pure members, 
his liberality flowed in copious 


streams; and only three weeks before 


his death, his regard for that depress- 
ed portion of the Church of Christ 
was shown in a beautiful paper dic- 
tated by himself, in which he earnest- 
ly recommends her cause to those 
who can assist her by their bounty; 
and to those alse who, having neither 
silver or gold to bestow, .could still, 
by their influencey) afford her their 
countenance and support. 

His earnest and unwearied zeal for 
the Church of England was proved 


~by his constant attendance upon her 


ministrations twice every Sunday, 
frequently at weekly prayers, never 
missing the Holy Sacrament; by his 
zeal in support of the Society for 
promoting Christian Knowledge; 


~~ 
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that for the Propagation of the Gos- 
pel in Foreign Parts; and the Na- 
tional Society for the Education of 
the Poor in the Principles of the Es- 
tablished Church. 

But that object which had engaged 
his anxious and unwearied diligence 
for many years, which lay near his 
heart, and which, thank God, he lived 
to see aceomplished, is that which I 
am about to. mention. He, and many 
of his friends, were sasiafed that the 
aitachment of the great body of the 
people of England to the Church was 
so great, that nothing but necessity 
drove them from it, into those places 
erected -speedily, and at small cost, 
by other religious denominations. 

Many mectings were accordingly 
held by Mr. Bowdler and his friends 
on this important subject; but when 
once a glimmering of light appeared, 
I need hardly say with what indefa- 

tigable industry his pious soul pur- 
sued it, till he saw the Society formed 
for the Building and Enlargement of 
Churches and Chapels, to ‘which he 
constantly devoted his time and mo- 
ney, till he lived to hear, that additional! 
accommodation was already provided 
by its exertions, for above 80,000 
persons, of whom above 60,000 were 
to be those indigent people who could 
not afford to pay any thing for their 
accommodation; and till he lived also 
to see one million of money granted 
by Parliament for the same glorious 
purpose; and Churches erecting 
(many of which are already finished ) 
not only in the metropolis, but all 
over the kingdom, in those places 
where necessity most required: the as- 
sistance granted. 

Of the estimation in which Mr. 
Bowdier was held for his important 
merits in this great concern, an opin- 
ion muy be formed from the follows 
ing resolution passed, at the Annual 
Meeting of the Society for Building 
and Enlarging Churches and Chapels 
on the 22d May 1823, the Lord Arch- 
bishop of C anterbury in the chair, 
surrounded by a number of Prelates 















‘ 
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and distinguished individuals, both of 
the Clergy and. Laity: “Resolved 
unanimously, that we deeply deplore 
the absence, in consequence of severe 
illness, of John Bowdler, Esq. one of 
our original and most valuable Mem- 
bers, iets constant attendance upon 
the Meetings of the Society, while 
health enabled him, evidenced the 
hich sense he entertained of its great 
importance, ‘in the promotion of the 
best interests of true Religion.” This 
resolution was ordered to be commu- 
nicated to Mr. Bowdler, and his Grace 
the Lord Archbishop was requested 
to enclose it in a letter from himself; 
a request, with which his Grace most 
cheerfully complied. 

Time and space will not,allow me 
to enumerate the twentieth part of the 
Christian labours, and pious deeds, in 
which this lately departed, and faith- 
ful steward of the manifold gifts of 
God was engaged. To write the life 
of Mr. Bowdler without eulogy is im- 
possible; nor is it fitting that it should: 
for the life of a man is public 
property; they are doubtless sent by 
God into the world, as burning and 
shining lights, by the lustre of their 
bright example, in devotion and 
charity, to turn many to righteousness, 
to strengthen the virtuous by their con- 
duct, and to bring back the feet of 
the wanderer into the way of peace. 

The writer of these lines, who pays 
this small tribute to departed excel- 
lence, passed one hour in the chamber 
of this dear friend, six weeks before 
his death, when, though nature was 
quite exhausted, the mind was as free, 
and all his kindly affections for the 
Church, his friends and the poor, as 
perfect as ever. An hour, more me- 
lancholy, in looking at all that was 
earthly in ra but more delightful in 






ete hee the ruling passions 
a.death, I never expect to be- 

ry again. is gone; but the frag 

rance and remembrance of it is sweet. 


Mr. Bowdler expressed great anxiety 
to explain to me, which he did as ful- 


ly as his bodily strength wold permit, 
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all that he had contemplated respect- 
ing those objects of bounty nearest his 
heart: he recounted the great mercies 
of God towards him, in his fortune 
and family; his entire acquiescence 
and resignation to the will of God; 
his freedom from pain, though ina 
few days to depart; his perfect pos- 
session of his faculties, and the peace 
of mind with which it now pleased 
God to bless him. And he added 
with much feeling and pathos, both in 
matter and manner, that though the 
change he was soon to undergo was 
awful, and one which he had once 
contemplated with horror, he blessed 
God that those horrors were consi- 
derably abated, and that he began to 
feel what it is reported the great and 
good Sir William Forbes said in his 
last moments, “that from his experi- 
ence the bed of death had no terrors: 
that in the hour when it was most 
wanted, there was mercy from the 
Most High, and that some change took 
, which fitted the soul to meet 

its God.” 

A very few hours before this excel- 
lent man rendered up his spirit to 
God who gave it, namely, on Sunday 
night, the 29th June, another friend of 
his and mine sat with him for an hour 
and a half, when there appeared the 
sameenergy of mind, the same piety to 
God, the same gratitude to Him for 
all his mercies, both spiritual and tem- 
poral, or as he beautifully and affec- 
tionately expressed himself, for hav- 
ing given him dutiful children, an af- 
fectionate and amiable wife, tenderly 
solicitous and beloved friends, attentive 
servants, and above all, a most 
cious and merciful God, who had be- 
stowed all theseyblessings upon him, 
and had smoothed the pangs of death. 

After this friend departed, between 
eight and nine o’clock, (his son, the 
Rev. Thomas Bowdler, after adminis- 
tering the sacrament to this dying 
saint, which he had done weekly du- 
ring iis illness, having been obliged 
to leave him for the performance of 
his own clerical duties,) a lady im the 
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house, who had constantly attended 
his dying bed with the most filial assi- 
duity, though no relation, read to him 
those very prayers from the office for 
the Visitation of the Sick, with which 
good Mr. Bowdler, himself had sola- 
g moments of his dear 
friend, Mr3#tevens. 

After two o’clock in the morning 
this most exemplary Christian never 
spoke again, but it is evident from 
what passed, that all his mental facul- 
ties remained, for, he several times 
tenderly embraced his friends, and 
his eyes and hands frequently were 
lifted up, as if in acts of devotion, till 
about eleven o’clock on Monday fore- 
noon, almost imperceptibly, without 
a struggle or a groan, he resigned his 
pure soul into his Maker’s hands. 

He is buried in EJtham Church 
Yard, the parish where he latterly 
lived, near to his amiable departed 
friend, Dr. George Horne, the late 
Lord Bishop of Norwich, the cousin 
of good Mr. Stevens. We have thus 
seen how much Mr. Bowdler was 
blest in his life and in his death, a 
death of all others, for which he most 
ardently prayed. He died in peace; 
and we humbly and confidently trust, 
that through the merits of his Redeem- 
er he rests in hope, and shall rise in 
glory. Chr. Rem. 






—etso— 


MEDITATIONS DIVINE and MORAL. 
By Lord Capel." 


Ir we religiously observe the Sab- 
bath unto God, we may with assured 


* From a small and scarce volume, en- 
titled, “Excellent Contemplations, divine 
and moral, written by the magnanimous 
and truly loyal Arthur, Lord Capel, Ba- 
ron of Hadham; together with some ac- 
count of his life, &c. London, 1683.” 

Lord Clarendon says of him, “he was 
a man, that whoever shall, after him, de- 
serve best of the English nation, he can 
never think himself undervalued, when 
he shall hear Tat his courage, virtue, 
and fidelity, is laid in the balance with, 
and compared to, that of the Lord Ca- 
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hope expect a»plentiful increase (by 
re honest labour) to our ensuing en- 


“Peees have their due place in 
our life, and not without good profit 
both to the mind and body. To the 
body for health, to the mind for re- 
freshing. Yet we may observe many 
that perpetually live in them, not 
using, but serving them, and so over- 
mastered by them, that their best for- 
tunes are not employed so willingly, 
to the advantage of any necessary or 
good occasion, as to be ingulphed in 
idle pastime. This is too frequent a 
vanity. 

The conditions of men in society are 
divers, but three are most observable; 
the open, the concealed, lastly, the 
well-tempered, betwixt these. The 
first are of so thin a composition, that 
aman may by a little converse see as 
easily through them, as if they were 
made of glass; for in every discourse 
they unlock to you their most inward 
secrets. The second sort are so tena- 
cious and closely moulded, that they 
seem like those coffers that are shut 
fast, and no discovery can be made 
where they are tobe opened. These, 
as they are of less delight for society, 
so of less hazard to be trusted. But 
the last and best composed are like 
those cabinets, that are not with dif- 
ficulty unclosed; and they discover to 
you many things pleasant and profit- 
able: but yet so cunningly devised, 
that there will be some secret box that 
neither your eye nor wit can take no- 
tice of, wherein is deposited their 
proper and incommunicable treasure. 

If God should have demanded of 
man how many days of seven he would 
give to his service, three I am _per- 
suaded would have been the fewest, 
as being but the lesser part of seven. 
And what good nature can willingly 
deny half to him that gave all? But 
God dealing so graciously as to sepa- 
rate but one, how greatly should his 


pel.” B. ii. p. 376. He was among the 
victims of the faction under Cromwell. 
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goodness incite us not to deprive him 
of the least minute of it; nay, not to 
cast a thotght towards our worldly 
business or pleasures on that day? 

I observe divers, who have many 
affairs, that by the infelicity of one are 
so distempered, that they lose all con- 
sideration to guide themselves in the 
rest. Nay, the loss of a trifle shall 
nullify all the contentments of mil- 
lions of enjoyed blessings, like that 
master of a ship that should neglect 
the compass, main-mast, and stern, of 
the ship, because some slight flag is 
lost. 

No man can live in this world, and 
not be interested in the affairs of this 
world. The best way of guidance in 
them is, to walk with the ‘advice of 
wise and cordial friends; and if it hap- 
pens (as many times it doth) that in 
the same affair his judgment approv- 
eth not the same courses that mine 
doth, yet in following my own liking I 
would ever incline and lean towards 
his advice. 

Propinquity in blood challengeth 
a natural affection, and none but mon- 
sters are insensible of its secret effica- 
cy. But it forceth us not to repose 
the confidence of our most secret af- 
fairs upon them: for that I will advise 
myself of the virtue of the person, 
not of the alliance, and yet a well 
qualified kinsman should more wil- 
lingly be entertained than an acquain- 
tance. 

Nemo nascitur sapiens; and cer- 
tainly he who hath not tried both for- 
tunes is a child, and but weakly ua- 
derstands either: for who knows the 
sweetness of rest, but he who hath 
been overtoiled? Nay, a man cannot 
be virtuous without adversity. Where 
were patience without crosses? where 
fortitude without resistance? and so all 
the rest have their opposites for their 
exercise. Never was excellent piece of 
work made without cuttings, nor wise 
man without afflictions. ‘Therefore it 
were folly to fear them, and (no para- 
dox to say) unhappy to want them; 
but wisdom it is to profit by them. 


My dear Saviour inspire me with 
the true apprehension of thy infinite 
love towards me, who descemlest from 
the top of majesty to the lowest de. 
gree of servility, didst debase thyself 
to exalt me, cloathedst thyself with 
mortality to invest me with immortal- 
ity, wert poor to enrich @, endurest 
the reproach of thine enemies, to re- 
concile me to thy most justly incen- 
sed Father. Could I but truly con- 
ceive any part of this immense love, I 
could not but return more to Thee, to 
thine: I should then forget injuries 
from my weak brethren, love my 
most malicious enemies, hate none 
but those that undervalue this great 
goodness, whereas now mine affec- 
tions are guided by my personal in- 
terests. 

In this tempestuous world no line 
holds the anchor of contentment so fast 
as a good conscience. Man’s favour is 
but a fine thread, that will scarcely 
hold one tug of a crafty tale-bearer. 
Honour slips the noose, when vulgar 
breath, wearied with constant virtue, 
is more affected to novelty. Riches 
are gnawn asunder by the greedy 
teeth of devouring Leviathans cruel 
tyrants. But this cable is so strong 
and well compact, that when force is 
offered to it, the straining rather 
strengthens, by uniting the parts more 
close. 

Unhappy is that man that steers 
the comfort o; his life by the pleasing 
of others. But let us make honesty 
the mark we sail by, and so steadily 
let it be, that we neither advanee for- 
warder for vain applause, nor retire 
for fear of detraction. But let our 
course be like the sun, that neither 
hastens nor slacks for all our intrea- 
ties. But most men live according to 
opinion.or fashion, which is full of va- 
riety, and therefore of perturbation, 
leaving the direct rule of wisdom, 
which renders us tranquil. 

Ifthe Deity humbled itself so much 
as to join with humanity, nay, more, 
so as to suffer the most servile con- 
dition cf our nature, what commen- 
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dation is it of humility, that to be like 
him (who thought it no robbery to be 
equal with God) is to be humble? 
Lord make me poor, so I may be but 
rich in humility. Debase me in all 
other respects, so I may be honoured 
with this grace. O let me be indigent 
in all other things, so I may supera- 
bound in this. Go yet further along 
with me, my meek Saviour, that this 
meditation may not be transient, but 
often serious and effectual. 

Unhappy condition of man that dai- 
ly hunts abroad for felicity, and never 
finds it. If he could but reflect his 
meditation upon himself, he might in 
a good measure possess it, by a mode- 
rate using of the present, and an indif- 
ferent expectation of what he loves 
and desires. But our longings are 
importune, and the use of the present 
inordinate, and thus we are defrauded 
of all substantial delight. 

It is admirable that the reward of 
our imperfect and finite service here, 
shall be perfect and infinite giory 
hereafter. Lord! that I may often 
contemplate this with admiration! ad- 
mire with gratefulness! be thankful 
with love! love with obedience! and 
obey with cheerfulness! 

Wise and happy is that man that 
will not be drawn to commit either an 
indecent or dishonest act, for love, ha- 
tred, or gain. 

The true Christian man looks not 
backward, but forward; nor pharisai- 
cally prides himself to see those that 
are worse than himself, but encourag- 
eth himself to reach the perfection of 
the best; stands not still, like mill- 
posts, that rotin the places where they 
were set. All his life is a race, a 
progression. 

Sharp and bitter jests are blunted 
more by neglecting, than by respond- 
ing, except they be suddenly and wit- 
‘But it is no imputation 
to a man’s wisdom to use a silent 
scorn. 

There is much delight in the soci- 
ety of men of witty and pleasant dis- 
course; but if they be not qualified 
with true honesty, we shall pay dear 

GOS. MES.—VOL. I. 
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for our sport, if we entertain them in- 
to any strict familiarity. 

No decent fashion is unlawful; and 
if fashions be but a diversified decen- 
cy, without question it is but a cyni- 
cal singularity either to exclaim 
against, or not sociably to use them. 

Let our thoughts and actions to- 
wards God be pious, to our neighbour 
charitable, toward ourselves sober; 
and our present life will be peaceable, 
our memory praised, and our happi- 
ness eternal. 

God deliver me from the society of 
those who fear not the infamy of an 
evil action. 

The true Christian is the most va- 
liant, the most wise man thatis. Va- 
liant he is, for his whole life is a war- 
fare against the world, the flesh, and 
the devil: wise and most prudent he 
is, for he so well expends his minute 
of time here, that he may live eternal- 
ly happy hereafter. 

If I intend to give, I will not so 
long delay, as to sufler importunity, 
for then I rather sell-than give; for 
what is got by prayers, intreaties, 
submissions, is ever accompained with 
shame; and it is a dear purchase that 
is sobought. Yet many there are that 
never giv ve without it, and have neither 
the skill nor generousness to find out 
fitting objects for their liberality. 

There are three things requisite in 
a Christian; purity of heart, verity of 
speech, and goodness of action. 

I will obey my parents, honour my 
superiors, love my equals, respect 
my inferiors, wife and children shall 
be dearer to me than myself. But 
none of all these, nay, nor all these, 
shall be prized by nie like truth, 
Nay, what are all these if truth be 
wanting, which is the ligament that 
binds all these together? 

No religious duty doth so purify 
the heart, as the often receiving of the 
sacrament, if we do it with serious ex- 
amination; for that house that is often- 
est swept is cleanest. 

If the question were asked me, 
what was the most beautiful thing in 
the world? I would answer, honesty. 

A 
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Nothing more common and gener- 
al than death; and yet because it hap- 
pens to particulars but once, and there 
is no knowing it twice, nothing more 
rare and strange. But since it is so 
certain, wise is the man that will not 
pretermit any occasion that may fa- 
miliarize it to him, which will both 
take away the strangeness and miti- 
gate the terror of it. 

It is to a Christian consideration 
one of God’s greatest mercies, that 
this world is full of troubles: for if we 
so much court her now she is foul, 
what would we do if she were beau- 
tiful? if we take such pains to gather 
thorns and thistles, what would we do 
for figs and grapes? 

To bear crosses and afilictions is 
the part of a Christian resolution, yet 
heathen morality can act it. But to 
suffer them, and be thankful to God 
for them, is the sole and peculiar pro- 
perty of admirable Christian faith. 

If we did as certainly believe, as 
we do often discourse, of God’s pro- 
vidence in every action, it would give 
us courage in our enterprizes, and pa- 
tience in our sufferings. For if God 
have the overruling hand, and I make 
him my friend, when the undertaking 
is for my good, I fear not the power 
of any adversary; for nothing is able 
to stand before him. But when my 
weak and sinful apprehension desires 
and endeavours that which I think 
good for me, but his most clear wis- 
dom knows is hurtful; if I miss my 
desire, there is not only cause of pa- 
tience, but of thanksgiving. 

A Christian of all others must ne- 
cessarily be the most merciful man: 
for he, considering the great debt of 
his sins, and his little ability of satis- 
faction, and how freely these were 
satisfied for by another, how can 
he be backward in forgiving others 
that are culpable tohim? Nay, more, 
the condition of his pardon stands but 
by the exercise of his mercy towards 
others.— Matt. xviii. 33. 35. 

Necessity was the-parent of indus- 
try; and if we inquire the original of 
great and admirable actions, we shall 


find that great wits necessitated were 
their founders. 

The knowledge even of the mean- 
est things is not to be slighted, for it 
may conduce to the conceiving of high- 
er matters. For most of those things 
that are excellent, are of themselves 
of so exalted a reach, that we cannot 
look upon them, except we raise our- 
selves higher than ourselves, by stand- 
ing upon things of inferior account. 

It is good for our peculiar content, 
strictly to examine our own natural 
imperfections (and with as little reser- 
vation as may be,) for I doubt not 
but we shall observe so much, as will 
make us better bear with the per- 
verse injuries of others towards our- 
selves. 

Moderation of passions, judgment 
in counsel, dexterity in affairs, are the 
most eminent parts of wisdom; yet a 
wise man may be discerned in things 
of less consequence, as in apparel, 
servants, and sports; his apparel ra- 
ther decent than costly, not hunting 
after novelties, nor cynic in what’s 
obsolete. His servants enough for 
his use and quality, and those rather 
numbered by their fit places of ser- 
vice, than by their names. His 
sports sufficient to recreate, not sati- 
ate, and those generous, not rustic. 

Guicciardin incites his countrymen 
to their pristine virtue, by remember- 
ing them, “That to be a Roman is a 
most glorious name, if accompanied 
with virtue; and their shame is dou- 
bled, if they forget the honour and re- 
nown of their ancestors.” But Chris- 
tians have more reasons to inflame 
their hearts to zeal and piety, since 
their comportment is not only expo- 
sed to the view of men and angels, 
but to a most pure essence, and strict 
observer, God himself. And what 
profession was ever honoured with 
better examples thaa ours, Christ and 
his apostles? 

The first beginning of a good Chris- 
tian is to desire to have good desires 
to be implanted in him; and this little 
grain, through God’s blessing, will 
grow to be a great tree. 
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O Lord how manifold are Thy works! 
Bible. 


[The following is from the Journal of 
Captain Wm. Scoresby, while ex- 
ploring the coast of Greenland, in 
1822. ] 

On Sunday, September Ist, the sea 
was observed coloured in veins or 
patches, of a brown colour, sometimes 
vith a yellowish green; and this wa- 
ter, on being examined by the micro- 
scope, appeared swarming with mi- 
nute marine animals. A drop of this 
water contained 26,500 animalcules. 
Hence reckoning sixty drops to a 
drachm, there would be a number in 
a gallon of water, exceeding by one 


half the amount of the population of 


the whole globe. It affords an inter- 


esting conception of the minuteness of 


some tribes of animals, when we think 
of more than 26,000 individuals, liv- 
ing, obtaining subsistence, and moving 
perfectly at their ease in a single drop 
of water. “A whale,” says our au- 
thor, “requires a sea to sport in; 


about an hundred and fifty millions of 


these minute creatures, would have 
abundant room in a tumbler of water.” 


SY2-- 
FAiscellaneous Xutelligence. 


BISHOP DEHON’S SERMONS. 


Tue Sermons of this eminently pi- 
ous, and learned Prelate, have been 
so much admired in Great Britian, 
that they have passed through one edi- 
tion, and, we understand, that another 
is in preparation. The profits arising 
from the sale of the first, have been 

most liberally assigned to the use of 
the Protestant Episcopal Society for 
the Advancement of Christianity in 
South-Carolina, and which, we un- 
derstand, will amount to about £200 
Sterling. The Reviews and Reli- 
gious Periodical publications, have 
spoken in the most favourable terms 
of this work, and what is exceedingly 
gratifying to Episcopalians in Caro- 
lina, many have accompanied their 
remarks, with expressions of great 
personal affection and respect for the 
Author. As this is the frst opportn- 


Miscellaneous Intelligence. 27 


nity we have had, of making our ac- 
knowledgements for this liberal and 
generous feeling, in a Religious Pa- 
per of our own, we have cheerfully 
embraced it. 

The following extracts of Letters 
from England, in relation to this sub- 
ject, will be gratifying to the friends 
of the late Bishop; and, indeed, to all 
who take an interest in promoting that 
spirit of liberality, and good-feeling, 
which ought to prevail among learned 
and scientific men, in whatever section 
of the globe, Providence may have 
cast their lot. 


Extract of a Letter from Dr. Burgess, Bi- 
shop of St. David's, to a friend, who has 
kindly transmilted wt to his correspondent 
in this city. 


“Dehon’s Sermons were most ser- 
viceable on a late occasion in my Dio- 
cess. Having to Consecrate a Cha- 
pel in Cardiganshire, I wrote to the 
Minister of the Parish to prepare a 
Sermon for the occasion. He begged 
me to excuse him on.account of his 
inexperience in the English language. 
[He officiated in Welsh.} His ex- 
cuse came to me too late to appoint 
another Preacher. I therefore took 
with me the second volume of Dehon’s 
Sermons, and desired the minister of 
a neighbouring Parish to read to the 
Congregation the Sermon delivered at 
the Consecration of Trinity ‘Church, 
Columbia [South-Carolina. | I gave 
it to him the preceding evening, to 
read over, and make a few verbal al- 
terations. He read it in the Chapel 
with great impression and effect, and 
to the delight of every one who heard 
it. It has of course introduced De- 
hon most favourably into that part of 
the Country.” 


Extract of a Letter from a very respectable 
Clergyman in England, to his Correspon- 
dent in this City, dated Oct. 13, 1823. 
“Dr. Jess, the newly appointed 

Bishop of Limerick, has published an 

admirable Charge, which, amidst 

much necessarily local matter, con- 
tains many truly Apostolic counsels. 
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He is a man of great moderation, so- 
ber piety, a conscientious maintainer 
of the discipline of the Church, and 
more profoundly acquainted with the 


writings of the Fathers, than any Cler- 


gyman I ever met with. When he 
was printing in London, in 1820, his 
excellent work on “Sacred Litera- 
ture,” I spent two or three mornings 
with him, and was delighted with his 
pastoral simplicity and singleness of 
mind. 

“Tf congratulate you on the conse- 
eration of a Bishop for North-Caroli- 
na; and that Bishop such an one, as 
the Right Rev. Dr. Ravenscroft is said 
to be. I have been both delighted, 
and I hope edified by reading some 
of Bishop Dehon’s admirable Ser- 
mons.” 


BISHOP RAVENSCROFT’S PASTO- 
RAL LETTER. 


To the Clergy and Laity of the Pro. Epis. 
Church in the Dioces: of North- Carolina. 


Raveicn, July 12, 1823. 


Desirous as I am, my brethren, of 
extending to all parts of the diocess, 
as early as possible, the ministration of 
that sacred character, with which,,at 
your call, I have been invested, [ am 
nevertheless constrained, by various 
but imperious circumstances, to put off 
for a short season, the continuation of 
my present journey. 

It is my purpose, however, with the 
divine permission, to return as early in 
the month of August, as my other af- 
fairs will permit, and extend my visit to 
the western part of the state, so as to 
embrace as many of the congregations 
in that quarter as possible, together 
with such others in the south-western 
section as the necessary preparations 
for my removal to this place, as my 
permanent residence, will permit. 

My anxiety for a personal know- 
ledge of you, my brethren, is very 
great. My sense of the awful re- 


sponsibility of my station, precludes 
all minor considerations of personal 
ease or interest; and the pressing de- 


mands of the churches stimulate me 
to every exertion for the general satis. 
faction, and for the advancement of 
our Zion. Under the united influence 
of these motives, you may rest assur- 
ed of my most speedy and zealous co- 
operation in every measure calculated 
to promote the great, because eternal, 
interests committed to our trust. 
Considered in this light, the cause, in 
defence of which we are set, is divest- 
ed of every character of a party ques- 
tion, or of an interest separate from 
the great interest of the present and 
everlasting welfare of all our kind— 
while it is not divested of the influ- 
ence and effect of those outward insti- 
tutions which, as they are coeval with 
Christian hope, so are they, by di- 
vine appointment, the ground on which 
we must rest for assurance in the en- 
tertainment of it. 

Invested with this heavenly charac- 
ter, let us, my brethren, cherish its 
holy comforts in our hearts, and 
adorn it in our lives, that we may be 
a “living epistle of Christ, to be read 
of all men.” Thus shall we “adorn 
the doctrine of God our Saviour,” 
and best recommend our holy religion 
to the consideration and adoption of 
all around us. ‘Thus shall the vital 
interests of the church of Christ be 
promoted, and the fruit being unto 
holiness, the end be everlasting life. 

Such information as may aid in the 
application of my labours to the in- 
terests of the church, is respectfully 
requested from the clergy generally, 
and from such of the laity as feel an 
interest in the spread of pure and un- 
defiled religion in the waste places of 
our Zion. 

I shall fix myself in this city as ear- 
ly as I can get possession of the house 
which | have rented; which will be 
some time in the month of December 
next.—Direct, for the present, to 
Boydton, Mecklenburg county, Va- 
or to Salisbury, N. C. to be left till 
called for. 

Your affectionate friend and pastor, 


JOHN S. RAVENSCROFT. 
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Tue following beautiful Stanzas 
will delight the Christian reader, as 
well as the tasteful lovers of rhyme. 
As a metrical composition it is smooth 
and harmonious; as a Missionary 
hymn, devout and scriptural. It is 
the production of the Right Rev. Dr. 
Heber, Lord Bishop of Calcutta; 
who is favourably known to the read- 
ing world, by two Poems of consider- 
able merit; “Palestine,” and “Eu- 
rope;”” but more particularly by his 
Bampton Lecture Sermens, “on the 
Personality and Office of the Chris- 
tian Comforter,” of which two edi- 
tions have been published. His emi- 
nent and active talents, deep piety, 
and profound learning, have placed 
him at the head of the Church in 
British India, vacant by the lamented 
death of the celebrated Bishop Mid- 
dleton. Our Author now presides 
over the moral and spiritual welfare 
of those 
which he has sung in such melodious 
and evangelical strains. 


MISSIONARY HYMN. 


From Greenland’s icy mountains, 
From India’s coral strand, 
Where Afric’s sunny fountains 
Roll down their golden sand; 
From many an ancient river, 
From many a palmy plain; 
They call us to deliver 
Their land from Error’s chain, 


What though the spicy breezes 
Blow soft o’er Ceylon’s isle, 
Though every prospect pleases, 
And only man is vile; 
In vain with lavish kindness 
The gifts of God are strown; 
The heathen in his blindness, 
Bows down to wood and stone. 


Shall we, whose souls are lighted 
With wisdom from on high, 
Shall we to men benighted 
" The Lamp of Life deny? 
Salvation! oh, Salvation! 
The joyful sound proclaim, 
Till each remotest nation 
Has learnt Messian’s name! 


Waft, waft, ye winds, His story, 
And you, ye waters, roll, 


Poetry—Episcopal Acts. 29 


“benighted” regions, of 


Till, like a sea of glory, 
It spreads from pole to pole: 
Till o’er our ransom’'d nature 
The Lamb for sinners slain, 
RepeeMeR, Kine, CREATOR, 
In bliss returns to reign. 


 — 
EPISCOPAL ACTS 


On the first of November last, being 
the Festival of All-Saints, twenty-eight 
young persons were confirmed in St. Mi- 
chael’s Church, by the Right Rev. Bishop 
Bowen. Morning Service was performed 
by the Rev. Dr. Dalcho, Assistant Minis- 
ter of that Church, and a Sermon preach- 
ed by the Rev. Mr. Hanckel, Rector of St. 
Paul’s. It is usual with the Bishop to ad- 
minister this Rite in the city Churches, as 
often as there are any number of Candi- 
dates; and it is seldom delayed beyond a 
year. Confirmation was administered in 
St. Michael’s in the preceding year, 
which accounts for the small number of 
recipients on this occasion. 

Agreeably to the Canonical arrange- 
ment by which the Churches in Georgia 
are placed under the superintendance of 
the Bishop of this Diocess, he visited St. 
Paul’s Church, Augusta, and on the 16th 
Nov. last, administered the rite of Confir- 
mation. Morning Prayer was read by the 
Rev. Hugh Smith, Rector of the C hurch, 
and a Sermon delivered by the Bishop. 

On Sunday the 23d of Novesiber, the 
Bish@p visited the Mission established 
by the “Protestant Episcopal Society 
for the Advancement of Christianity 
in South-Carolina,” in Pendleton Dis- 


trict in this State, and consecrated 
St. Paul’s Church, recently erected 
near the Court-House. This neat and 


well built Church, was undertaken by a 
small number of persons, in the summer 
of 1822, and was completed before the 
spring of the present year. It is highly 
creditable to the pious enterprise of those 
concerned in its erection. The Rev. Ru- 
dolphus Dickinson, the Society’s Mis- 
sionary, is its present Minister. On the 
occasion of its Consecration, an appro- 
priate Sermon was delivered by the Bi- 
shop, Morning Prayer having been read 
by the Rev. Mr. Dickinson, who had as- 
sisted in the office of Consecration. The 
Rite of Confirmation was also administer- 
ed on the same day. 

On Sunday the 30th of November, the 
Bishop visited Trinity Church, Colum- 
bia, and ‘administered Confirmation. 
Morning Prayer was read by the Rev 
Mr. Folker, Rector of the Church, and a 
Sermon preached by the Bishop. 
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List of New Publications. 


*,” Publishers are requested to furnish no- 
tices of new publications. 


= 


THEOLOGY. 


The Family Prayer Book; or Book of 
Common Prayer, &c. accompanied by 
a general Commentary, Historical, Ex- 
planatory, Doctrinal, and Practical. 
Compiled from the most approved Li- 
turgical Works, with alterations and 
additions accommodated to the Liturgy 
of the Prot. Epis. Church in the U. S. 
By Thomas Church Brownell, Bishop 
of the Pro. Epis. Church in the State 
of Connecticut. No. VI. 4to. $1. 

One more No. it is expected will 
eomplete the work, which has been re- 
commended by the Bishops of the Pro. 
_Epis. Church in the United States. 


A Pastoral Letter to the Clergy and the 
Laity of the Protestant Episcopal 
Church in the United States of Ameri- 
ca, from the Bishops of the same assem- 
bled in General Convention in St. Pe- 
ter’s Church, Philadelphia, May, A. D. 
1823. 8vo. New-York, 1823. pp. 20. 


Proceedings of the Domestic and Foreign 
Missionary Society of the Pro. Epis. 
Church in the United States, from its 
formation to the General Convention 
held in Philadelphia in May 1823. 8vo. 
Philad, 1823. pp. 87. 


= Psalmist, a Collection of Psalm, 

ymnyeand Chant Tunes, adapted to 

- ice of the Pro. Epis. Chureh in 
the U.S. Royal 8vo. N.Y. $4. 


Family and Private Prayers, taken chief- 
ly from the Liturgy of the Pro. Epis. 
Church in the U.S. and from the Liturgy 
of the Church of England. By the Rev. 
Wm. Berrian, an Assistant Minister of 
Trinity Church, N.Y. N. Y. 1823. 


The Practice and Doctrine of Christian 
Ministers; a Sermon preached in St. 
Paul’s Church, Baltimore, on the 28th 
May 1823, at the opening of the Con- 
vention of the Pro. Epis. Church in the 
State of Maryland. By E. D. Barry, 
D. D. Profess. of Lang. in the Univer. 
of Maryland. Baltimore, 1823. 


The 39 Articles of Religion in Question 
and Answer, confirmed by proofs out of 
Holy Scripture proper to be taught in 
Sunday Schools. By Andrew Fowler, 
A. M. 24mo. Charleston, 1823. pp. 76. 


The Young Churchman’s Guide; being a 
Coursé’ of Religious Instructions for 
Young People, in five books: with Ad- 
ditional Exercises, prepared and ar- 
ranged for the use of Sunday Schools, 
and Catechetical Classes. By the Rev. 


Harry Crosswell, A. M. Rector of Tri- 
nity Church, New-Haven. 24mo. 


Funeral Address delivered at the 2d In- 


dependent Church, Charleston, S. C, § 


at the interment of Edward Peter Si- 
mons. By Samuel Gilman, Pastor. 
Published at the request of the Charles- 
ton Bar. Accompanied with other tes- 
timonials of respect. Svo. Charleston, 
1823. pp.3l. 25 cents. 


Duelling, under any circumstances the 
extreme of folly: A Sermon, preached 
October 1807, in St. Michael’s Church, 
Charleston. 8vo. Charleston, 1823. pp. 
27. 25 cents. 


Journal of the Proceedings of the Bish- 
ops, Clergy, and Laity of the Protestant 
Episcopal Church in the United States 
of America, in a General Convention, 
held in St. Peter’s Church, Philadel- 
phia, in May 1823. 8vo. New-York. 
pp. 115. 

A Sermon on the Duty and the Interest of 
contributing liberally to the promotion 
of Religious and Benevolent Institu- 
tions. Preached before the Gen. Con- 
vention of the Pro. Epis. Church, May 
20th, 1823. By the Right Rev. John 
Croes, D. D. Bishop of the Pro. Epis. 
Church in New-Jersey. New-York, 
1823. 8vo. pp. 23. 


An Address, delivered before the Trust- 
ees, Faculty, and Students of the Gen- 
eral Theological Seminary of the Pro. 
Epis. Church in the U. S. in Christ 


Church, New-York, on the occasion of 


the delivery of the Testimonials to the 
Students who had completed the course 
of studies, July 26th, 1823. By the 
Right Rev. William White, D. D. Bish- 
op of the Pro. Epis. Church im the 
State of Pennsylvania. Published at 
the request of the Trustees and Faculty. 
8Svo. N. Y. pp. 21. 


A Rational Illustration of the Book of 
Common Prayer of the Church of Eng- 
land, &c. By Charles Wheatly, A. M. 
Improved by Notes drawn from a com- 
parison with Shepherd, and other wri- 
ters on the Liturgy, adapting this edi- 
tion to the present state of the Protest- 
ant Episcopal Church in America. 
Without any alteration of the original 
text. Svo. No. 14. Boston, 1823. 

To be completed in 24 Nos. at 124 
cents each. 


Church Poetry, being portions of the 
Psalms in verse, and Hymns suited to 
the Festivals and Fasts, and various 
occasions of the Church, selected and 
altered from various authors. By Wil- 
liam Augustus Muhlenberg, Associate 
Rector of St. James’ Church, Lancas 
ter. 12mo. 1823. $1. 
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4 Sermon delivered July 13th, 1823, at worth, Mrs. Barbauld, &c. 18mo. N. 
the Organization of the Third Presby- Y. 1823. 50 cents. 
terian Church in Charleston. By the he Botany of South-Carolina and Geor- 
Rev. A. W. Leland, D. D. Charleston, gia, by Stephen Elliott. 8Svo. Nos. 3, 
8vo. 25 cents. 4,& 5, of Vol. Il. Charleston. 
No. 6, which completes the work, will 
MISCELLANEOUS. *) shortly be ready for delivery. 
Exposition of the Views of the Paptists Biography of the Signers to the Declara- 


relative to the Coloured Population of 
the United States, in a Communication 
to the Governor of South-Carolina. By 
the Rev. Richard Furman, D. D. 8vo. 
Charleston. pp. 24. 18% cents. 


Practical Considerations founded on the 
Scriptures, relative to the Slave Popu- 
lation of South-Carolina. By a South- 
Carolinian. S8vo. Charleston, 1823. 
pp. 38. 25 cents. 


Caroliniensis and Philo-Caroliniensis. 
12mo. Charleston, 1823. pp. 8U. 374 
cents. 


Gospel Melodies, and other Occasional 
Poems, by the Rev. Albert A. Muller, A. 
M. Rector of Christ Church. 12mo. 
Charleston, 1823. §1. 


A Discourse concerning the Influence of 
America on the Mind; being the Annu- 
al Oration delivered before the Ameri- 
can Philosophical Society, at the Uni- 
versity in Philadelphia, on the 18th Oct. 
1823, by their appointment, and pub- 
lished by their order. By C. J. Ingersoll, 
member of the Amer. Philos. Society. 
8vo. Philad. pp. 67. 50 cents. 


A Year in Europe; comprising a Journal 
of Observations in England, Scotland, 
Ireland, France, ) Switzerland, the 
North of Italy, and Holland, in 1818 
and 1819. By John Griscom, Profes- 
sor in the N. Y. Mechanical and Scien- 
tific Institution. 8vo. N. Y. 1823. 


Memoirs of a Captivity among the Indians 
of North America, from Childhood to 
the age of 19; with Anecdotes descrip- 
tive of their Manners and Customs, &c. 
By John D. Hunter. Svo. N. Y. 1823. 
$2. 

A View of the Origin, Antiquity, History, 
Religion, Governments, &c. of China; 
to which is added a Commercial Ap- 
pendix, &c. By Robert Waln, jun. 
Parts I. & II. 4to. Philad. 1823. $1 50 
each. 

A Memoir on the Cultivation of the Vine 
in America, and the best Mode of Mak- 

ing Wine. By John Adium. 12mo. 
Washington, 1823. 75 cents. 

American Popular Lessons; chiefly se- 
lected from the writings of Miss Edce- 


tionof Independence. By J. Sanderson. 
Vol? Ill. Royal 8vo. Philad. 1823. 
$2 50. 

A Letter to the Right Rev. Bishop Ho- 
bart, occasioned by his late Charge te 
the Convention of New-York. By a 
Churchman. New-York. 8vo. pp. 80. 
1823. 50 cents. 

A Reply to a Letter to the Right Rev. 
Bishop Hobart, &c. By Corrector. 
New-York. 8vo. pp. 98. 1823. 

A Letter to the Right Rev. Bishop Hobart, 
in reply to Corrector. By William day. 
New-York. 8vo. pp. 33. 

A Reply to the Letter of W. Jay. 
Corrector. N.Y.S8vo. pp. 26. 1823. 

A Reply to a Second Letter from the 
Author to the Right Rev. Bishop Ho- 
bart, &c. By W illiam Jay. N. York, 
1823. 

A Note ftom Corrector to William Jay. 
New-York. 8vo. pp. 8. 1823. 


By 


AMERICAN EDITIONS. 


The Holy Bible; including the Old and 
New Testaments, and the Apocrypha, 
according *to the Authorized Version; 
with Notes, Explanatory, andPractical, 
taken principally from the most emi- 
nent writers of the United Church of 
England and Ireland: together with 
appropiate Introductions, Tables, and 
Indexes. Prepared and Arranged by 
The Rev. Geo. D’Oyley, B. D. and the 
Rev. Richard Mant, D. D. Domestic 
Chaplains to his Grace the Lord Arch- 
bishop of Canterbury. Under the di- 
rection of The Society for Promoting 
Christian Knowledge. For the use of 
Families. The first Ameriean edition, 
with Additional Notes, selected and ar- 
ranged by John Henry Hobart, D. D. 
Bishop of the Pro. Epis. ‘Church in the 
State of New-York. No. 17. o's New- 
York. J. & T. Swords. 81, $1 25, and 
Si 50. 

This Number completes the Work, which 
has been recommended by the Bishops 
of the Pro. Epis. Church of the United 
States. 


(To be continued.) | 
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PROPOSALS 


Originally issued in August, 1823. 
THE 


Gospel Piecssenger, 


AND ee 


Southern Christian Register. 


BY « 


A SOCIETY OF GENTLEMEN, 
Members of the Protestant Episcopal Church. 


-—O-— 


CONDITIONS. 


1. Ir shall be published in Charleston, 
monthly; be neatly printed on fine paper, 
with clear type, and contain 32 octavo pa- 
ges, 

2. The price will be Three Dollars per 
ann, Such persons as conveniently can, are 
réliect fully requested to pay on subscrib- 
ing; but subscriptions generally, will be 
considered.as payable on the delivery of 
the sixth number. 

3. Any person proétring ten subscri- 
bers, and being responsible for the sub- 
scription, will be entitled to an additional 
copy gratis. 

4. It shall be delivered at the residence 
of the subscribers in town, and be forward- 
ed to country subscribers by mail, or in 


_any other manner, as may be directed. 


5. Communications for*this work, may 
be addressed, post paid, to the Subseri- 
ber. a 
6. | ts will be appointed as soon as 
possibles7m the mean time, the Clegg or 
the Protestant Episcopal Church is 
State, North-Carolina, and Georgia, are 
respectfully requested to consider them- 
selves as Agents, and are requested to pa- 
tronise the work. 







E. THAYER, 
Theological Bookstore, No. 51 Broadsétrect. 


RECOMMENDATIONS. 


I am fully persuaded of the need which 
exists, of a publication such as that which 
the above Proposals announce, and do, ac- 
cordingly, respectfully recommend the 
GosprL MrssenGEr, to the patronage of 
the Protestant Episcopal Church, in South- 
Carolina and Georgia. 

NATHANIEL BOWEN, 
Bishop of the P. E. Ch. in 8. €. 


Extract of a Letler from the Right Rev. 
Dr. Rggenscroft, Bishop of the Pro. 


Epis. Church in North-Carolina, to Bi, 
shop Bowen in South- Carolina. 


I certainly could have no hesitation in 
giving my approbation of a work, of the 
description and character you mention, 
even had [ no other pledge of the pro. 
priety and ability, with which it will be 
conducted, than your patronage and coun- 
tenance. But feeling as I do, the strong 
necessity, for some effort to be made, to 
counteract the mass of wnsound and un- 
scriptural matter, which is _ poured 
out upon the population of this country, 
from presses of every shade of belief, from 
infidelity upwards; and particularly, the 
obligation we are personally under to pro- 
vide some antidote against this poison, for 
those of our own communion; I hear. 
tily approve of the proposed work, the 
Gospel Messenger; and earnestly hope the 
Editors, will be able to fill its pages with 
such sound and Evangelical matter, as 
will excite, and keep alive, such an inter- 
est in the work, as shall be a source of 
edification to its readers. 

Whatever countenance and aid [I may 
be able to give to its circulation in North- 
Carolina, you may calculate on, &c. 


DIOCESS OF SOUTH-CAROLINA. 
HE Annual Convention of the Pro- 
testant Episcopal Church in the Di- 

ocess of South-Carolina, will be held on 
Wednesday, the 18th of February next, at 
St. Michael’s Church, Charleston. The 
Clergy who are entitled to seats, and the 
Lay-Delegates of the several Parishes and 
Churches, are requested to attend. Di- 
vine Service will gommence at half past 
10 o'clock. 





FREDERICK DALCHO, 
Secretary of Convention. 
Jan. 1, 1824. 


PROTESTANT EPISCOPAL SOCIETY 
FOR THE ADVANCEMENT OF 
CHRISTIANITY IN SO. CA. 

HE Anniversary Meeting of this So- 
ciety will be held in St. Philip’s 

Church, Charleston, on Tuesday, the 6th 
instant, (being the Feast of the Epipha- 
ny,) When Divine Service will be per- 
formed, and a Sermon preached suitable 
to the occasion. Immediately after Ser- 
vice, the members will assemble to receive 
the annual Report of the Board of Trust- 
ees, to elect the Officers and Trustees for 
the ensuing year, and to transact such 
other business as may be brought before 
them. - 

JAMES JERVEY, 

Secrelary. 





Jan. 1, 1824. 
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